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PREFACE. 


The  doctrine  of  Original  and  Inbred  Sin  has 
not  been  devoloped  as  other  Christian  doctrines 
have  been  by  writers  on  the  subject  of  Chris- 
tian  Perfection.  There  is  much  need  of  light 
on  this  vital  subject. 

Some  honest  Christian  people  would  seek  the 
experience  of  Entire  Sanctification  if  they  knew 
that  Inbred  Sin  could  be  destroyed.  They 
need  light.  If  they  had  the  necessary  light 
they  would  walk  in  it.  The  Scripture  teaching 
is  clear  and  strong. 

Some  have  the  experience  of  Salvation  from 
Inbred  Sin,  but  they  have  no  intellectual  grasp 
of  the  doctrine.  They  have  no  ability  to 
present  it  to  their  hearers.  Their  lack  of 
Biblical  knowledge  discounts  their  profession  of 
the  experience. 

We  have  not  attempted  to  exhaust   the   sub- 
ject or  fully  develop  the  doctrine.         We   have 
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given  a  few  short  chapters  to  help  all  who  are 
in  trouble  regarding  their  full  redemption  from 
Inbred  Sin.  We  expect  to  help  young  men 
who  need  thought  on  this  subject.  We  have 
had  the  fulness  of  the  presence  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  while  writing  this  book.  We  expect 
that  it  will  be  a  blessing  to  many. — R.C.H. 


CHAPTER  I. 


IN  THE  IMAGE  OF  GOD. 

A  lylv  right  and  wrong  opinions  of  Tlieolo- 
^~^  gians  are  generally  traceable  to  their  con- 
ceptions of  man's  original  state.  A  science 
of  redemption  must  include  two  things,  namely, 
from  wJiat  and  to  what.  If  the  fall  is  not 
allowed  then  there  can  be  no  redemption.  If 
the  moral  and  spiritual  powers  of  man  have  only 
become  dis-arranged,  then  all  that  is  absolutely 
necessary  is  to  re-arrange  and  thereby  let  all 
his  natural  and  spiritual  powers  perform  their 
function,  as  designed  by  our  Creator. 

The  plain  teaching  of  Scripture  is  that  man 
has  very  far  fallen  from  original  righteousness- 
Gen.  I  ;  13-17.  The  clear  strong  teaching  is  that 
man  was  created  in  the  image  of  God,  an  in- 
corruptible  picture  of  the  God  of  Glory— Gen. 
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I  :  27.  He  was  in  the  image  of  God's  perfect 
holiness.  There  was  no  evil  tendency,  propen- 
sity or  taint  in  his  nature  ;  he  was  a])solutely 
free  from  all  unholy  desires  and  passions.  He 
was  pure  as  God  is  pure.  Holy  as  God  is  holy. 
Righteous  as  God  is  righteous.  His  nature  was 
perfectly  holy  All  his  thoughts,  words  and 
actions  were  in  supreme  love.  There  was  no 
unholy  tendency  in  his  heart.  No  bias  toward 
evil.  He  was  inclined  only  toward  good.  He 
had  no  consciousness  of  evil.  He  knew  noth- 
ing save  good. 

Adam  had  a  constituted  fitness  for  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  society  in  the  universe  of  God.  His 
supreme  delight  was  in  holding  constant  fellow- 
ship and  communion  with  God — his  maker  and 
preserver.  The  perfect  image  of  God  was  on 
all  his  mental  and  moral  faculties  and  powers. 
He  was  perfectly  free  to  do  good  and  had  no 
disposition  to  do  wrong.  He  was  a  spiritual 
being,  endued  with  understanding,  a  free  will 
and  various  affections.  He  was  full  of  love  which 
governed  all  his  tempers.  He  was  full  of 
justice,   mercy  and  truth. 


IN  THS  IMAGK  Olt  GOD.  a 

Man  was  created  not  to  be  i„  bondage,  but 
endowed  with  liln^rly.  He  l,a<l  power  to  choose 
a.id  a  capacity  for  expansion  and  attaining  to 
higher  degrees  of  knowledge  and  glory  His 
nature  was  pure  and  filled  with  all  the  fulness 
o(  light  and  love,  so  that  he  had  a  perfect  de- 
light in  all  righteousness  and  true  holiness 
He  was  originally  in  the  moral  image  and  like- 
ness of  God. 
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CHAPTER   II. 


ORIGINAL  RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


Original  righteousness  is  that  moral  and  spiri- 
tual uprightness  in  which  Adam  was  created. 
He  had  clear  reason,  uncorrupt  judgment,  and 
an  upright  conscience,  and  his  senses,  appe- 
tites and  passions  were  in  perfect  subjection  to 
them.  His  will  was  in  perfect  harmon)'  with  God 
and  had  a  strong  propensity  to  all  holiness.  He 
had  a  supreme  love  for  his  Creator,  a  strong 
fear  of  offending,  and  a  perfect  readiness  to  do 
His  will  in  all  things.  He  was  created  after 
God  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness.  His 
righteousness  was  a  complexity  of  right  tem- 
pers and  dispositions  of  mind.  This  original 
righteousness  has  a  firm  foundation  in  Scripture 
as  well  as  in  the  attributes  of  a  holy,  wise  and 
gracious  God. — Gen.  i:  26;  Gen.  5:  i;  Gen.  9:  6. 

Adam  was  morally  perfect  as  he  came  from 
the  hands  of  his  Maker  and  was  pronounced 
"good."      Having  a    supreme  love  to  God,    he 
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Stood  ready  for  every  act  of  obedience,  and  this 
is  true  holiness  of  heart.     His  mind  had  power 
to  govern  all  his  natural  faculties  and  appetites, 
so  there  was  no  necessity  for  him  to  sin  against 
the  law  of  his   Creator.     He   had  a  heart  inlaid 
with    love  for  all  the  creatures  of  God,    and   a 
perfect  principle  of  honesty  for  upright' dealing. 
In  this  orignial  righteousness,  which  is  the  image 
of  God,  Moses  declares  that   Adam   was  origin- 
ally   created.       He    declares    to    us    that    God 
surveyed    all  His  works    and  pronounced  them 
"very    good."     We    are    assured    by    Solomon 
that  God  made  man  uprignt. 

This  natural  image  of  God,  in  which  man 
was  created,  included  his  intellectual,  spiritual 
and  immortal  nature.  He  was  also  made  lord 
of  the  whole  lower  creation.  He  was  made 
free  to  choose  either  good  or  evil,  and  had  an 
all-sufficiency  of  power  to  preserve  himself  in 
love,  obedience  and  m  favor  with  God -his 
Creator.  , 

Adam's  dominion. 
In    his    original  righteous  state  he  was  holy 
and  happy,    in    the  likeness  and  fhvor  of  (iod. 
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"Let  them  have  dominion  over  the  fish  and 
the  fowl  and  the  cattle."  None  of  the  brute 
creation  could  molest  or  make  him  afraid.  They 
were  in  subjection  to  him  and  were  for  his 
service.  He  had  such  a  knowledge  of  the  brute 
creation  that  he  named  them  all  according  to 
their  nature.  They  were  obedient  to  him.  In 
his  innocent,  holy  state,  he  was  in  no  danger 
and  had  no  dread  of  animals,  they  were  as 
harmless  as  himself.  The  whole  creation  of 
God  was  harmless.  There  was  a  perfect  ab- 
sence of  viciousness.  There  was  food  sufficient 
for  the  varied  necessities  of  all.  The  ground 
brought  forth  plentifully.  It  was  under  the 
blessing  of  God.  He  had  such  control  over  his 
own  nature  that  he  could  keep  himself  in  a 
perfect  state  of  health.  Sickness  was  unknown 
to  Him.  He  was  made  sound,  a  capacity  to 
live  forever ;  free  from  all  infirmities,  weak- 
nesses, and  diseases.  He  had  a  capacity  to 
enjoy  all  that  God  made.  It  was  his  pleasure 
to  delight  in  the  works  of  creation.  God  made 
him  a  sovereign  over  the  whole  lower  world. 
His    highest  joy    was    to    magnify  his  Creator, 
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worship    Him    i„    the    beauty  of  hoh'ness,  and 
enjoy  him    forever.     His    whole    nature    being 
averse    to  everything  evil,   he    was    in    perfect 
union  with  his  Maker  and  had  power  over    all 
diabolical  agencies,   and  there  was  no  necessity 
for  his  fall;    he    was    perfectly  free  to  do  good 
and  had  no  inclination  to  do  wrong.       He  was 
on  approbation,   which  did  not  necessitate  or  im- 
ply any  necessity    to    do    wrong.       It    implied 
only    that    he    had  a  choice  in  the  matter  and 
was   expected   to    be. faithful.     He    had    power 
to  resist  all  approaches  of  evil  and  keep  under 
his  control  everything  in  the    lower    world    by 
unswerving    loyalty    to    God,     his    Maker  and 
Preserver. 

HIS    UNDERSTANDING. 

It  was  a  lamp  unto  his  feet.     Being  made  in 
the  image  of  God  he  consequently  did  not  lack 
necessary  knowledge.     He  had  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  law;  it  was  written  on  his    heart 
Having   it    written    on    his    heart  he  was  pre- 
pared to  render  perfect  obedience  to  all  its  injunc- 
tions.    It  is  very  true  that  Adam  had  not   the 
law  written  on    tables    of    stone,    but    divinely 
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Stamped  upon  his  mind.  God  had  so  impressed 
it  upon  his  soul  that  he  made  him  a  law  unto 
himself.  He  had  an  extensive  knowledge  of 
the  works  of  God,  being  made  the  mouthpiece 
of  the  Creator  to  glorify  Him  in  all  His  works. 


HIS   WILL. 

It  was  perfectly  blended  with  the  will  of  Hod. 
It  was  free  from  all  corruption,  no  inclinations 
or  bent  towards  evik  The  will  of  Adam  was 
naturally  inchned  to  Hod  and  delighted  in  all 
goodness.  His  will  was  not  immutable.  It 
was  possible  for  it  to  change.  The  original 
disposition  was  to  follow  the  Creator's  will  in 
all  things  great  and  small.  He  was  not  in  a 
balance,  inclined  to  both  good  and  evil.  He  was 
upright.  He  was  unreservedly  conformed  to 
the  law.  His  will  was  inclined  to  the  will  ot 
God,  and  in  it  he  delighted. 

HIS  AFFECTIONS. 

Adam's  affections  were  pure,  holy  and  regular. 
They  were  placed  on  God.  He  loved  the  Lord 
his  God  with   all   his    heart,    mind,    soul    and 
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Strength.     All  his  natural  faculties,  motives  and 
inclinations  were  subordinate  to  his  reason  and 
will,  and  his  actions  were  impelled  and  govern- 
ed by  love.     His  affections  were  pure  from  all 
defilement  and  free  from  all  distempers    so  that 
they  were  constant,   and    he    found    delight    in 
obeying  the  whole  law  of  God.     The  command 
of   God    was    not    repulsive    to    him.      It    was 
supreme    delight    to    follow      his    Creator  and 
worship  at  His  feet.     His  original  righteousness 
was  universal  and  natural,  yet  mutable. 
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THE  ORIGINAL  LAW. 
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Love  was  not  the  fulfilling  of  the  perfect 
law.  It  implied  infinitely  more.  Adam'vS 
thoughts  as  well  as  words  and  actions  were 
perfect.  There  was  no  wickedness  in  his  in- 
tellect. He  made  no  mistake.  He  did  not 
err  in  judgment.  The  law  given  to  Adam  was 
much  wider  than  ours,  his  faculties  being  much 
more  extensive.  Our  law  is  only  one  branch 
of  the  perfect  law  given  to  Adam  in  the  begin- 
ning. He  knew  all  things  perfectly  in  his 
sphere  ;  there  was  no  necessity  or  weakness  in 
his  nature  to  cause  him  to  break  the  law  given 
to  him.  He  was  perfectly  free  to  absolutely 
observe  it  in  minutest  details.  It  cannot  be 
said  that  Adam  was  omniscient,  his  knowledge 
was  limited  to  his  sphere.  He  had  a  clear 
perception  of  duty  and  his  privileges  in  the 
favor    of    and    communion    with    his    Creator, 
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He  had  an  extensive  knowledge  of  all  the 
bearings  of  the  law  upon  his  life  and  actions, 
and  a  nature  that  responded  to  all  appeals  from 
this  perfect  law  given  to  him  to  observe.  The 
law  was  not  a  burden  to  him  ;  it  was  his  joy 
to  fulfil  it.  Law  is  a  burden  only  to  those 
who  have  natures  that  are  averse  to  it.  Where 
law  is  a  burden  there  is  a  necessity  for  salva- 
tion. A  holy  nature  loves  supremely  the  holy 
law  of  God  ;  it  is  sweeter  than  honey  in  the 
honey-comb.  A  perfect  faith  is  obedient  faith, 
a  faith  that  finds  its  highest  joy  in  obedience. 
The  children  of  God  who  delight  in  doing  the 
whole  will  of  God  are  in  perfect  harmony  with 
God,  and  their  experience  has  reached  a  normal 
state.  "        •  ' 


CHAPTER  IV. 
ORIGIN  OF  EVIL. 


jiii . 


Some  have  difficulty  in  seeing  the  possibility 
of  the  Supreme  Being  who  is  essentially  good, 
wise  and  powerful,  permitting  evil  to   have    an 
existence.       From    the  nature  of  free-will  there 
must  of  necessity  be  a  possibility.     There  could 
not  be  probation  without  free-will.     It  is  no  re- 
flection on  the    Divine  perfections   to    say    that 
He  endowed  the  noblest  of  His  creatures  with 
a  power  which  we  call  liberty.      He  gave  him 
a  capacity,    disposition    and   principle    of  action 
that  made  it  possible  for  him   to    deviate    from 
or  observe  the  law  as  given  to   him.      Evil   is 
the  deviation  from  the  infinite  rectitude  of  the 
Divine  will,    as   discovered   by   infinite   reason. 
The   choice   of    anything    unworthy    is    evil  — 
anything  chosen  that  deviates  from  the  eternal 
and  ever  blessed  will  of  the  Divine.       This    is 
brought  about  by  the  exertion  of  certain  acts  of 
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the  original  endowment  which  we  call  free  will. 
By  this  power  a  choice  is  made  and  actions  are 
determined  accordingly.  Kvil  is  easily  accounted 
for  by  the  possibility  of  the  various  uses  of  our 
liberty. 

The  account  of  the  origin  of  evil  is  very 
brief,  but  distinct.  The  sacred  record  is  that 
sin  began  in  the  universe  with  free  intelli- 
gences—Luke  10:  18;  Jude6.  They  failed  in 
their  probation.  Their  sin  was  irreparable. 
We  hear  of  no  redemption. 

The  birth  of  evil  in  the  universe  is  a  mystery 
of  iniquity.  There  was  no  instrumental  cause 
for  the  birth  of  sin  in  the  universe.  The  fall 
of  Satan  was  a  mysterious  birth  in  his  nature 
of  an  evil  ambition.  An  ambition  to  rival  God, 
or  His  Son.  He  is  the  original  sinner  and  the 
cause  of  sin  in  his  fellows.  He  became  the 
representative  of  evil.  It  had  its  beginning  in 
him.     He  is  the  father  of  all  iniquity. 

He  was  imitated  by  others.  He  w^as  the  in- 
strument in  introducing  it  into  this  world. 
The  beginning  of  evil  is  traceable  to  the  fall  of 
the  devil,  and  from  him  to  his  angels.     He  is 
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the    Prince   of  this    world,    and    the  spirit  that 
now  worketh  in   the   children   of  disobedience. 

He  is  the  origin,  the  lord,  the  promoter  and 
the  executioner  of  all  evil.  He  is  the  old  ser- 
pent called  the  devil,  and  Satan,  which  deceiveth 
the  race  of  mankind. 

There  is  a  difference  between  the  sin  of  the 
universe  and  the  sin  of  this  world.  The  fall 
of  Satan  was  a  mysterious  birth  in  his  nature 
without  temptation.  The  fall  of  Adam  was 
effected  by  the  tempter  injecting  into  him  his 
own  spirit.  Of  evil  we  need  not  ask  the  origi- 
nal cause.  We  observe  thr^  efficient  cause  which 
is  the  abuse  of  the  freedom  of  the  will  in  sep- 
arating itself  from  God.  The  origin  of  all  sin 
and  evil  is  to  be  sought  in  the  abuse  of  the 
frb'edom  of  the  will.  The  voluntary  separation 
of  the  human  will  from  the  divine.  It  was  the 
voluntary  descent  of  the  human  will  from  the 
unity  with  the  Divine.  Our  first  parents  were 
placed  in  a  state  of  probation  with  the  con- 
sciousness of  a  possibility  of  separating  them- 
selves from  God.  The  fact,  they  were  placed 
on    probation,    is   plainly   stated,       They    were 
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placed  in  the  garden  under  the  law  of  their 
Creator,  which  was  made  known  to  thetn  and 
the  peucdty  of  disobedience.  The  first  sin  com- 
mitted was  disobedience  to  God.  It  was  a  wil- 
ful violation  of  a  known  law.  Sin  did  not  have 
its  origin  in  our  first  parents  independent  of  any 
solicitation  from  without.  vSatan  infused  his 
proud  spirit  into  them,  and  effected  their  fall. 
The  Scripture  teaching  is  plain  that  Satan  was 
the  agent  in  effecting  the  fall  of  Adam  — 
Gen.  3:1.  Temptation  was  wholly  from  with- 
out. There  was  no  evil  tendency  within.  The 
tempter  found  no  element  of  sin  in  Adam,  but 
he  found  a  possibility  in  the  freedom  of  the 
will— a  freedom  which  might  be  abused  or 
perverted. 

Adam  had  an  unbounded  capacity  for  know- 
ledge, and  the  pure  desire  was  changed  to 
lust  for  forbidden  knowledge.  The  fall  was 
first  internal  and  then  external.  It  was  a 
voluntary  degradation  from  the  high  estate 
in  which  he  was  created.  The  separation 
from  the  will  of  God  was  consummated  with- 
in  before    it    was    made    known    in    act.      The 
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principle  of  evil  is  the  voluntary    separation    of 
ourselves  from  God. 

Glie  beginning  of  evil  with  our  first  parents 
was  the  entertainment  of  the  question.  Yea, 
hath  God  said  ?  The  first  sin  against  God 
was  spiritual ;  afterwards  it  was  sensuous.  The 
look  of  concupiscence  toward  the  tree  was,  in 
itself,  the  guilt  of  partaking,  and  the  evidence 
that  the  fall  had  been  effected  already. 

The  tempter  appealed  first  to  that  which  was 
highest  in  Adam,  and  accomplished  his  malici- 
ous design  ;  then  he  appealed  to  that  which  was 
lowest.  First,  to  his  unbounded  capacity  for 
knowledge,  and  then  to  his  lowest  sensibilities. 
Kvery  sin  begins  in  the  spirit,  and  may  be 
perfected  in  the  flesh.  To  say  that  the  fall 
was  caused  by  the  sensuous  nature  predomin- 
ating over  the  moral,  is  to  deny  the  Scrip- 
ture record.  Adam  rejected  the  restraint  of 
God's  Spirit,  and  made  himself  independent, 
before  the  forbidden  fruit  could  be  any  temp- 
tation to  him.  His  act  of  trangression  was 
brought  to  light  by  the  recorded  fall.  This 
first    effect    of    the    fall    was    the    birth   of  an 
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evil  conscience.  The  conscience  became  dis- 
turbed by  a  sense  of  guilt  and  degradation.  There 
was  at  once  a  consciousness  of  good  and  evil, 
which  was  known  previously  only  theoretically. 
Adam  stood  guilty  and  polluted  before  the 
Judge.  The  sense  of  guilt  and  fear  drove  him 
away  from  God  to  hide  himself.  He  felt  that 
he  was  separated  from  Him. 

The  fall  was  an  internal  deviation  from  the 
will  of  God,  which  immediately  resulted  in  ob- 
jective and  subjective  guilt,  and,  so  far  as  man 
was  concerned,  the  separation  was  eternal.  He 
was  not  the  victim  of  circumstances,  his  liberty 
was  perfect.  He  understood  the  alternatives 
of  good  and  evil.  He  knew  that  good  was 
obedience  to  the  Divine  will,  and  that  evil  was 
disobedience.  God  had  said,  ''the  day  that  tlion 
catcst  tJiercof  thou  shalt  surely  die y 

The  fall  was  a  wilful  revolt  against  the  Al- 
mighty. It  was  an  actual  wresting  of  their 
liberty  from  its  rightful  object.  It  was  the  will 
of  humanity  turned  from  good  to  evil.  He  lost 
the  image  of  God.  His  nature  became  entirely 
perverted.      The    fall    was  not  total,  because  it 
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was  arrested  by  the  world's  Redeemer.  The 
unseen  hand  of  Jeiuis  held  him  up,  and  pre- 
vented him  from  falling  beyond  the  possibility 
of  being  saved.  The  Mediator  already  steps 
in  between  the  Judge  and  the  sinking  sinner. 
He  saw  and  was  moved  with  compassion. 
He  made  bear  His  holy  arm.  He  prevented 
the  tidal  wave  of  iniquity  from  sinking  hu- 
manity into  eternal  hopelessness.     ..  .       ' 
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CHAPTER    V. 


ADAM'S  FALL 


When  the  original  righteousness  of  man  has 
been  allowed,  the  doctrine  of  original  sin  is 
thereby  fully  established.  Some  are  not  wil- 
ling to  admit  the  original  righteousness  of 
Adam  from  the  dread  of  looking  upon  them- 
selves as  by  nature  fallen  creatures  under  the 
wrath  of  God.  Man  could  not  have  fallen 
from  a  state  of  hohness,  if  he  was  not  holy 
at  first.  When  he  fell  he  lost  his  original 
righteousness.  He  lost  his  title  to  God's  favor 
and  his  communion  with  God.  He  incurred 
temporal  and  spiritual  death.  He  was  at  once 
dead  in  sin  and  under  the  wrath  of  God. 
His  original  holiness  and  righteousness  was 
lost  instantaneously  when  he  yielded  to  the 
temptation  of  vSatan.  The  moment  his  origi- 
nal righteousness  was  lost,  he  was  spiritually 
dead,    his    soul    was    dead    to    God,     and     his 
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body  was  exposed  to  temporal  and  spiritual 
death.  He  was  made  in  the  image  of  God 
but  not  immutable.  He  was  on  probation. 
He  was  liable  to  fall  though  able  to  stand. 
He  did  not  abide  in  honor ;  he  fell.  He 
openly  rebelled  against  his  Creator.  He  de- 
clared that  he  would  not  have  God  rule 
over  him.  He  would  be  governed  by  his 
own  will  and  not  the  will  of  his  Creator. 
Gis  soul  was  thus  separated  from  God  and 
died.  He  had  liberty  and  a  free  will  and 
could  thereby  choose  for  himself.  He  was 
a  free  moral  agent,  otherwise  God  would  be 
the  author  of  sin.  He  that  is  not  free  could 
not  be  an  agent.  He  had  a  will  and  it  was 
free ;  he  had  liberty.  Where  there  is  no 
liberty  there  could  be  no  virtue  or  vice,  good 
or  evil.  Virtue  is  the  result  of  an  intelli- 
gent being  knowing,  loving  and  choosing 
good.  He  was  not  infallible,  he  was  free  to 
do  evil.  He  yielded,  fell,  became  corrupt  and 
alienated  from  God. 

The    evil   did    not   come  from  or  originate  in 
his  nature,  but  in  the  deviation  from    the    per- 
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feet    moral    rectitude    of  his  Creator  by    an  act 
of  his  will  which  was   free. 

Jesus  was  his  light.  He  arrested  him  in 
his  fall,  and  prevented  total  apostacy.  The 
lyamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
was  already  reaching  after  the  perishing.  He 
stretched  out  His  strong  arm  and  brought  re- 
demption nigh.  He  saw  and  flew  to  our 
relief. 
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CHAPTER   VI. 


SIN  TRANSMITTED. 


It  has  been  said  that  there  are  different 
ways  of  accounting  for  the  presence  of  evil. 
It  is  said  that  sin  is  inherited  and  imputed. 
It  is  also  said  that  the  sin  of  one  person 
cannot  be  imputed  to  another.  It  is  certain 
that  Jesus  did  suffer,  and  He  did  not  merit 
it  unless  our  sins  were  imputed  to  Him.  If 
Adam's  sin  could  be  imputed  to  Jesus,  then  it 
could  be  imputed  to  Adam's  posterity.  It  was 
imputed  to  the  whole  creation  of  God.  The 
dumb  creation  suffers  exceedingly  on  account 
of  Adam's  sin.  They  suffer  hunger,  abuse  and 
hardship  by  the  wickedness  of  man.  The  sin 
of  Adam  was  so  imputed  that  the  brute  crea- 
tion ])ecame  vicious.  Dr.  Adam  Clarke  has  said 
that  "Before  sin  entered  into  the  world  there 
could  be  at  least  no  violent  deaths,  if  any  death 
at  all.      But  by   the   particular  structure  of  the 
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teeth  of  animals  God  prepared  them  for  that 
kind  of  aliment  which  they  were  to  subsist  on 
after  the  fall."  The  very  ground  was  cursed 
on  account  of  the  wickedness  of  man.  Sin  is 
also  inherited  from  Adam  by  his  posterity. 
After  Adam  fell  he  begat  a  son  in  his  own  like- 
ness. In  the  image  of  his  corrupt  fallen  nature. 
'  There  has  been  a  root  of  sin  since  Adam 
fell.  All  actual  sin  springs  from  this  root.  It 
is  natural  for  man  to  sin  since  the  fall.  He  is 
a  fallen  creature,  a  stranger,  a  foreigner,  an 
enemy  to  God,  without  hope,  bad,  wicked  and 
devilish  in  his  nature.  This  root  is  what  is 
called  inherited  depravity.  One  of  the  Scrip- 
ture names  for  this  fallen  nature  is  a  "root  of 
bitterness."  It  is  called  inherited  depravity  be- 
cause it  is  the  depraved  nature  of  Adam  which 
has  been  transmitted  to  his  posterity.  A  nature 
that  is  enmity  to  God.  In  rebellion  to  the 
Creator.  Man  is  unable  to  do  good  unless  in- 
spired and  helped  by  the  Spirit.  The  whole 
human  race  has  inherited  a  nature  from  Adam 
that  rebels  against  God  and  is  not  subject  to 
Him,     It  is  manifest  in  early  childhood.     It  is 
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the  foundation  of  all  actual  transgression.  It 
is  the  root  from  which  spring  anger,  pride, 
malice,  envy,  hatred,  evil-speaking,  etc.  It  is 
the  root-sin  of  all  that  is  wrong  on  earth. 


CHAPTER   VII. 


REGENERATION. 


Regeneration  is  the  entrance  to  the  King- 
dom of  God.  "Except  a  man  be  born  again, 
he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God."  Pungent 
conviction,  a  deep  heart  sorrow  for  sin  and  faith 
in  Jesus  for  salvation  from  sin  must  precede  re- 
generation. In  repentance  there  is  implied  a 
ceasing  from  sin.  Jesus  never  saves  until  the 
soul  ceases  to  do  wrong.  He  does  not  save 
in,  but  from  sin.  The  faith  by  which  we  pass 
from  death  unto  Hfe  is  more  than  trust  in  God, 
it  is  also  active  believing  that  Jesus  saves  now 
from  our  lost  condition.  Those  who  are  born 
of  God  have  the  direct  witness  of  the  Spirit — 
the  Spirit  of  adoption.  They  never  neglect  duty. 
They  do  the  whole  will  of  God  so  far  as  they 
know  it.  The  wmU  of  God  is  supreme  with  all 
His  children.  Those  who  are  not  doing  the 
whole  will  of  God  have  not  the  Spirit  of 
adoption, 
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The   regenerated    are    sanctified,  but  not   en- 
tirely   sanctified ;    they    are  holy,  but  not    per- 
fected in  holiness  ;   they  have  salvation,  but  not 
full  salvation;  they  have  love,  but  are  not  made 
perfect  in  love ;   and  they  have  the  Holy  Ghost, 
but  not  the  sanctifying    energy    and  extraordi- 
nary gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost.     The  regenerat- 
ed soul  has  light,  but  not  the  noonday  splendor  ; 
he  has  grace,   but  not  the  abundance  of  grace; 
he  has  God,   but  not   all    the    fulness   of   God  ; 
he  has  power,  but  not  Pentecostal  power;  he  has 
the  Spirit,  but  not  the  fulness  of  the  Spirit.     The 
regenerated   soul    has    peace,     but    not    perfect 
peace  ;  he    has  liberty,   but  is  not  perfectly  free. 
He  walks  in  all  the  light  he  has  received   and 
glories  in  the  Cross  of  Christ.       All    who    are 
born  of  God  long    to    see    others    brought    into 
the  kingdom;    they  are  seeking  the  lost    when 
they  have    an    opportunity.       The    regenerated 
have  power  to  lead  the    unconverted  to  Jesus. 

Regeneration  is  salvation  from  all  the  guilt 
accrued  by  actual  transgression.  There  is  no 
sense,  feeling,  or  consciousness  of  guilt  in  the 
soul    that    is    born    of   God  on  account  of  any 
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violation  of  God's  law.  The  guilt  of  actual  sin 
is  forgiven  and  removed.  The  soul  that  is  jus- 
tified is  free  from  all  consciousness  of  guilt  on 
account  of  actual  sin  committed.  Jesus  justifies 
from  all  things.  The  greatness  of  the  sins 
makes  no  difference.  The  drunkard,  the  swearer, 
the  gambler  and  the  skeptic,  when  regenerated, 
are  as  free  from  guilt  as  though  they  had  ob- 
served all  the  commandments  from  their  youth 
up.  "Be  it  known  unto  you,  therefore,  men 
and  brethren,  that  through  this  man  is  preached 
unto  you  the  forgiveness  of  sins  :  and  by  him  all 
that  believe  are  justified  from  all  things,  from 
which  ye  could  not  be  justified  by  the  law  of 
Moses." 

Regeneration  is  salvation  from  all  condemna- 
tion resulting  from  actual  sin.  There  is  no 
consciousness  of  condemnation  on  account  of 
past  sins  committed  by  thought,  word  or  deed. 
The  children  of  God  are  not  condemned  by  any 
law  in  the  Bible.  There  are  no  commands  to 
condemn,  and  there  are  thousands  of  promises 
to  encourage  and  cause  them  to  look  up  and 
triumph  in  the  grace  of  God.     The  Father,  the 
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Son,  and  the  Holy  Oliost  do  not  condemn  them, 
the  new-born  soul  sings  : 

"  My  God  is  reconciled, 

His  pardoning  voice  I  hear, 
He  owns  nic  for  His  child, 

I  can  no  longer  fear  ; 
With  confidence  I  now  draw  nigh, 
And  Father,  Abba,  Father,  cry  !  " 

With  the  heart  we  believe  unto  righteous- 
ness. "He  that  believeth  is  not  condemned." 
The  man  who  truly  and  heartily  repents  of  his 
actual  sins  and  l)elieves  in  Jesus  Christ  for 
salvation  is  born  of  God  and  receives  tfte  Spirit 
of  adoption.  "There  is,  therefore,  now  no  con- 
demnation to  them  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus, 
who  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the 
Spirit." 

Regeneration  is  salvation  from  the  power  of 
sin.  Those  who  are  born  of  God  are  not 
under  the  power  of  sin.  They  are  liberated 
from  its  slavish  chains.  They  are  not  in  bon- 
dage to  sin.  They  have  power  over  it.  The 
grace  of  God  is  sufficient  for  them.  Jesus  can 
save  them  every  moment.  They  need  not  and 
should  not  sin  any  more.  They  have  power 
over  inward  and  outward  sin.      Some  say  that 
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the  children  of  Ood  must  and  will  sin  while  on 
earth.  They  declare  positively  that  all  Chris- 
tians sin  in  thought,  word  and  di^i^d.  The  devil 
can  do  no  more  than  sin  in  thoui^ht,  word  and 
deed.  Any  Christian  may  sin,  but  we  positively 
deny  that  he  must.  We  cease  to  sin  in  order 
to  Ije  regenerated.  Repentance  is  to  be  in- 
wardly changed  from  all  sin  to  all  holiness. 
Those  who  have  not  turned  from  and  (piit  sin- 
ning are  going  to  hell.  The  sinner  in  the 
Church  will  go  to  hell  with  the  sinner  outside. 

There  are  .some  things  that  all  Christians  do 
which  make  it  impossible  for  them  to  sin.  They 
are  Christians  while  they  do  the.se  things.  One 
of  these  things  is  livnig  in  the  spirit  of  })rayer. 
God  hears  and  answers  prayer.  Those  who 
pray  to  God  to  keej)  them  are  well  kept.  The 
Christian  is  delighted  with  the  hour  of  com- 
munion with  God.  He  calls  it  the  sweet  hour 
of  prayer.  His  prayers  are  all  heard  and  an- 
swered. He  finds  an  abundance  of  grace  to  keep 
him  in  the  hour  of  temptation.  He  "prays 
without  ceasing."  He  continues  instant  in 
prayer.       He    prays    always    in   all    prayer  and 
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supplications  in  the  vSpirit.  He  prays  and  does 
not  sin.  He  abides  in  the  spirit  of  prayer,  and 
he  cannot  sin.  He  must  cease  to  pray  before 
he  can  commence  to  sin. 

Christians    not   only   do    not    sin,    but    they 
watch  against  it.     They  are  thankful  to  be  de- 
delivered  from  its  cruel,    tyrannizing,    damning 
power.      They  do  not  become  obedient  to  that 
which    they    fight   against.      They   are    at    war 
with    sin.       They    have  no  eye  to,  but  against 
sin.     They    have    fixed  their  eyes  upon  Jesus. 
They  are  charmed  and  delighted  with  the  won- 
derful Redeemer.      With  the  eye  of  faith  fixed 
upon   Jesus,    they   are    lifted   above    the   world 
and    sin.       Those    who   are    watching   against, 
cannot  commit  sin.       Looking  unto  Jesus  they 
know  Him  as  mighty  to  save  from  sin.     Jesus 
says:       "Watch  ye  therefore:  for  ye  know  not 
when  the  master  of  the  house   cometh,   at    eve 
or   at   midnight,    or  at  the  cock  crowing,  or  in 
the  morning;  lest  coming  suddenly  he  find  you 
sleeping.      And    what    I    say    unto    you    I    say 
unto  all,   watch." 

Salvation    is    by  faith,      The    truly   penitent 


RECiKNE  RATION. 


37 


sinner  that  believes  in  Jesus  with  all  his  heart 
finds  salvation.    We  hope  that  none  will  ask  us 
to    believe    that   a    Christian    will   do  less  than 
a  repenting  sinner.     The  sinner  that  experien- 
ces the  regenerating  grace  of  God  in  his  heart 
trusts  Jesus  for  this  salvation.     He  says  Jesus 
saves  me  now  ;  I  believe  it,    I  feel  it,    I  know 
it.      Will    a  Christian  do  less  than  this  ?      Can 
any  person  be  called -n  Christian  who  does  not 
do  this?      Christians    btlnn-e,    feel    and    know 
every  moment  that  Jesu       aves.      Salvation    is 
obtained  and  retained  by  faith.      The   penitent 
sinner  runs  to  Jesus  with    his    burdened   heart 
and  trusts  Him  for  deliverance,  and  Jesus  saves 
him  ;  he  trusts  Him  the  next  moment  and  each 
moment  until  night.      He    has    more    salvation 
at  night  than  he  had  in   the   morning.      Jesus 
saved  him  all  day.      He   did    not    sin  and  lose 
liis  salvation,  but  he  trusted  Jesus  and  grew  in 
grace.     A    Christian    lives   by    faith.     He   does 
not  and  cannot  sin,  because  he  is  born  of  God. 
He  that  abideth  in  Him    sinneth    not.       '  *  The 
just  shall  live  by  His  faith." 

The    regenerated  live    by    faith.       They    are 


f^ 


OKIGINAt    ANt)    INKRKD    SIN. 

"kept    by    the    power   of    God    through    faith, 
ready  to  be  revealed  in  the    last    time."       The 
Christian  does  not  sin  but  he  grows    in    grace. 
Those  who  sin  are  not  Christians.      Christians 
trust  in  Jesus    continually   and   are   kept    from 
sinning.       They     are     more     than    conquerors 
through  Jesus.     They  do  not  break  any  known 
law  of  God,  and  they  do  not  omit   any    known 
duty  toward  God  and  man.     In  this  the  children 
of  God  are  manifest.      This  is    how    we   know 
them.     We  know  some  are  sinners  because  they 
sin,  and    some   are  Christians  because  they    do 
not  sin. 

Reireneration  is  salvation  from  all  the  poUu- 
tion  of  actual  sin.       It    is  completely  removed. 
The  heart  is  changed.     Old  things  pass  away, 
and    all    things    become     new.       Old     desires, 
thoughts,   purposes    and    intentions    are    gone. 
It    is    a    renew^al    in    the    spirit    of  the   mind. 
What  he  loved  he  hates,    what    he   now    loves 
he  once  hated.     It   is    salvation    from    the  love 
of   the    world,   from  the  desire  of  the  eye,   and 
Irom  the  pride  of  life.     The  affections  are  taken 
off  sin,  the    world  and  riches,  and  they  are  set 
on  things  above.     The  force  of  habit  is  broken, 
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SO  that  there  is  no  desire  for  the  ball-room,  the 
bar-room,  the  horse  race,  the  card  table.  Sab- 
bath desecration,  and  hundreds  of  vices  that 
unregenerated  persons  indulge  in.  All  the  pol- 
lution of  actual  sin  is  not  only  destroyed,  but 
entirely  removed.  The  heart  has  become  the 
home  of  the  Spirit.  The  Holy  Ghost  bears 
witness  to  sonship.  He  seals  the  sons  of  God. 
"Because  ye  are  sons,  God  hath  sent  forth  the 
Spirit  of  His  Son  into  your  hearts  crying,  Abba, 
Father."  "The  Spirit  himself beareth  witness 
with  our  spirit  that  we  are  the  children  of  God  ; 
and  if  children,  then  heirs  ;  heirs  of  God,  and 
joint-heirs  with  Christ."  The  Spirit  of  God 
remains  the  guest  of  the  heart.  He  leadeth 
the  children  of  God  into  all  the  truth  as  it  is 
in  Jesus. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 
INBRED    SIN    NOT    REMOVED    BY    REGENERATION. 


We  have  briefly  stated  that  when  the  soul 
is  regenerated  that  salvation  from  the  guilt,  con- 
demnation, power  and  pollution  of  actual  sin  is 
experienced.  We  cannot  say  that  salvation  from 
the  being  of  sin  is  experienced  at  regeneration. 
We  positively  affirm  the  contrary.  The  root 
and  seed  of  all  sin  remains  in  the  heart  until 
the  work  of  entire  sanotification  is  wrought. 
It  remains  but  it  does  not  reig/i.  It  is  subdued 
and  repressed,  but  not  destroyed  by  regenera- 
tion. When  the  grace  received  at  regenera- 
tion is  used,  sin  is  kept  under  perfect  control. 
Under  strong  temptation  and  severe  provocation 
it  is  hard  to  control.  It  saps  the  vital  forces 
of  the  regenerated.  It  cripples  the  children  of 
God  in  their  best  efforts.  It  keeps  them  in  a 
state  of  babyhood.  This  remaining  sin  is  the 
inward  foe  of  God's    people.      It   is   harder   to 
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overcome  than  the  world  and  the  devil  outside. 
It  is  the  chief  cause  of  all  backsliding.  It  has 
made  all  the  divisions  in  the  churches.  It  dies 
hard.     It  has  been  transmitted  from  Adam. 

The  children  of  God  are  troubled  with  inbred 
sin  until  God  speaks  the  second  time  "Be  clean." 
Then  the  leprosy  within  is  cleansed.  This  sin 
is  no  part  of  actual  sin.  It  is  inherited  de- 
pravity. It  is  born  into  the  world  with  us. 
It  is  never  destroyed  by  regeneration.  This 
inbred  foe  is  completely  destroyed  in  the  second 
work  of  grace.  The  death  is  total.  The 
"body  of  sin,"  the  "old  man"  which  was 
crucified  when  the  soul  was  regenerated,  is  not 
dead  until  the  work  of  sanctification  is  com- 
pleted. The  unholy  inherited  tendency  is  com- 
pletely removed  by  the  mighty  operation  of  the 
Spirit,  in  the  administration  of  the  atoning 
merit  of  the  Savour's  blood  effecting  the  entire 
sanctification  of  the  entire  nature  of  those 
groaning  for  full  redemption.  This  is  sought 
by  the  children  of  God  penitently  and  in  faith. 
Repentance  is  absolutely  necessary.  None  can 
believe  for  this  work  of  grace  who  have  not 
repented  of  inbred  sin.  * 
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Inbred  sin  does  not  manifest  itself  alike  in 
al!  Christians.  The  manifestation  is  generally- 
according  to  the  temperament  of  the  individual. 
Those  who  were  passionate,  wdio  would  get 
angry  and  foam  and  rage,  previous  to  regenera- 
tion, will  be  troubled  with  irritability  after  regen- 
eration. When  tempted  or  provoked,  inbred  sin 
will  rise.  If  they  fail  to  pray  and  trust  God 
with  all  the  heart  they  will  be  overcome  by 
anger.  A  large  number  of  those  who  have 
been  born  of  the  Spirit  know  by  experience 
what  we  mean  by  these  expressions.  They 
know  it  to  their  sorrow.  When  they  should 
be  calm  and  exemplify  most  of  the  mind  of 
Christ,  is  the  time  when  they  feel  most  of  the 
carnal  mind.  There  are  times  when  the  chil- 
dren of  God  are  severely  tested.  vSome  small 
things  are  a  source  of  great  trouble  to  Chris- 
tians who  have  not  sought  and  found  entire 
sanctifi cation.  The  body  of  sin  not  being  de- 
stroyed the  evil  motions  are  felt.  There  is  an 
inward  echo  to  every  temptation  from  without. 
Anger    will    burn    within   and  struggle   to  rise. 

Many  of  the  children    of  God  who  have  the 
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<lcfiiiite  witness  of  the  Spirit  that  they  are  born 
of  God  are  continually  harassed  with  fears  when 
discharging  duty.  They  know  by  experience 
that  "fear  hath  torment,"  but  they  do  not  know 
that  "perfect  love  caste th  out  fear."  They  can, 
from  their  hearts,  bear  clear,  strong  testimony 
that  they  are  born  of  the  vSpirit.  They  speak 
in  definite  terms  and  are,  at  the  same  time, 
troubled  with  inward  fears.  Their  knees  will 
shake,  their  lips  quiver,  their  nerves  will  twitch, 
and  their  whole  nature  will  be  so  agitated  that 
they  will  perspire  and  in  some  instances  suffer 
pain.  Inbred  sin  manifests  itself  in  this  way 
in  this  class  of  people.  They  are  timid  ])y 
nature.  Many  yield  to  their  fears  and  lose 
their  experience.  vSome  suppose  that  they 
are  not  Christians  because  they  are  troubled 
with  fears  and  turn  back. 

It  may  be  that  inbred  sin  manifests  itself 
more  in  selfishness  than  in  any  other  way. 
All  forms  of  selfishness  is  inbred  sin  manifested. 
There  is  much  selfishness  exemplified  among 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  God.  How  few 
tive  entirely  for  the  salvation  of  others.     There 
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are  not  many  who  look  upon  the  things  of 
others.  The  supreme  good  with  a  very  large 
majority  of  Christian  people  is  to  be  happy 
themselves.  If  they  are  happy  themselves 
they  consider  that  they  have  reached  the  sum- 
mit of  Christian  experience.  They  look  for  the 
esteem  of  all  without  considering  that  if  any 
man  is  the  friend  of  the  world,  he  is  the 
enemy  of  God.  Those  who  stilt  around  sing- 
ing that  they  are  glad  they  are  saved  to 
wear  a  crown  and  let  sinners  fall  into  hell 
around  them,  are  blinded  by  selfishness. 

The  unselfish  have  a  single  eye  to  the  glory 
of  God.  They  dehght  in  having  a  part  in 
the  suiferings  of  Christ.  They  seek  only  to 
be  clean  and  useful.  They  love  what  God  loves 
and  hate  what  He  hates.  They  die  daily. 
They  mortify  the  flesh  with  the  affections  and 
lusts.  They  agonize  for  the  total  death  of  sin 
in  their  nature.  They  seek  to  have  a  heart 
like  Jesus.  They  feel  that  there  is  selfishness 
in  their  nature.  It  is  their  greatest  enemy. 
They  have  more  trouble  with  themselves  than 
with    the    world    and   the  devil  outside.      This 
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selfishness  remains  until  the  grace  of  entire 
sanctification  is  received.  It  revives  when  we 
are  applauded  and  it  resents  disapproval.  Chris- 
tian people  are  either  indulging  or  destroying 
it.  When  it  is  indulged,  Christian  religion 
speedily  dwindles  into  a  mass  of  selfishness, 
coldness  and  formality.  It  is  an  enemy  to  vital 
godliness.  Religion  and  selfishness  cannot  both 
reign  in  the  same  heart.  As  one  dies  it  be- 
comes possible  for  the  other  to  live.  The  truly 
religious  cry  out  none  of  self  and  all  of  Thee. 
There  is  a  constant  warfare  in  the  hearts  of  the 
regenerated  until  they  seek  and  find  full  re- 
demption. The  carnal  mind  will  be  at  enmity 
with  God.  The  flesh  lusteth  against  the  vSpirit. 
Those  who  are  not  led  into  the  full  experience 
of  perfect  love  have  a  hard  struggle  subduing 
self. 

Many  are  the  manifestations  of  inbred  sin. 
It  rises  in  various  forms.  When  the  children 
of  God  suppose  that  they  have  conquered  it, 
and  killed  it,  immediately  it  is  seen  in  another 
form.  It  comes  up  in  the  form  of  malice,  doubt, 
fear,  envy,  jealousy,  murmuring,  fretting,  grumb- 
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ling,  whining  and  bickering.  Those  who  do 
not  fight  against  it  in  all  of  these  forms  are 
overcome  b>  it.  Those  who  say  that  they  are 
not  troubled  with  these  uprisings  are  unc(jnsci- 
ously  overwhelmed  with  them.  vSome  repent 
of  them  and  try  to  get  rid  of  them  but  fail. 
The  sincere  Christian  may  spend  fifty  years 
in  ])raying  them  down  and  retain  the  grace  of 
God  in  his  heart,  but  still  the}'  come  up. 
Others  repent  of  them  and  believe  for  deliver- 
ance, supposing  that  they  will  feel  them  no 
more,   but  still  they  come  up. 

The  root  of  sin  from  whence  they  spring 
must  be  destroyed.  The  hydra-headed  monster 
must  be  killed.  There  must  be  the  total  death 
of  the  body  of  sin.  There  is  only  one  remedy. 
He  must  be  annihilated.  God  has  sworn  to 
destroy  and  He  has  promised  to  cleanse  away 
all  the  filthiness.  He  will  purge  out  the  stench 
of  the  monster's  abode.  The  blood  has  been 
shed.  The  fountain  is  open.  It  cleanses  from 
all  sin.  The  Spirit  who  sanctifies  is  at  work. 
The  way  into  the  holiest  is  accessible.  We  are 
to  have  boldness   to   enter.      We    are   to    draw 
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near  will,  lull  assurance.        Rcpeutancc  must  he 
as  deep    in    the    heart    as  tlie  inl.recl  monster. 
Godly   sorrow  worketh  repentance  to  salvation 
not  to  be  repented  of.      The  humble,   nenitent' 
beheving  soul  feels  the  power   of  the    word    of 
God  which  is  sharper  than  a  twoed-ed   sword 
and  pierces  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and 
spirit.     By  faith  he  plunges  ])eneath  the  purple 
flood.     He  rises  to  all  the  life  of  God.     Sin    is 
totallN'  destroyed,     I,ove  is  made    j.erfect.      He 
rises  to  walk  in  all  righteousness  and    holiness 
before    Him    all    the    days    of  his  life.     He  is 
sealed  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promise. 


CHAPTER   IX. 


SIN  IN  BELIEVERS, 


Those  who  are  born  of  God  may  be  days, 
weeks  or  months  without  feeling  any  evil  in 
their  hearts.  They  generally  suppose  that  they 
will  know  war  no  more.  Under  temptation  or 
provocation  their  old  enemies  or  besetting  sin 
(perhaps  anger,  fear  or  desire)  arise  and  assault 
them  that  they  may  fall.  In  this  state  fear  or 
doubt  will  arise.  Many  will  fear  lest  they  have 
been  deceived.  Others  will  be  severely  tempt- 
ted  to  doubt  their  conversion,  and  in  this  time 
of  trial  may  be  strongly  tempted  to  believe  that 
God  has  forsaken  them.  Those  who  commence 
to  reason  are  defeated ;  faith  in  Christ,  the  Al- 
mighty Christ,  is  the  only  refuge  of  safety. 
All  who  have  been  regenerated  experience  these 
tendencies  toward  sin  in  their  hearts.  The 
Spirit  discloses  to  them  all  the  hidden  abomin- 
ations   of   their     hearts  —  the    whole    depth    of 
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their  pride,  self-will  and  hell.  In  this  state 
they  have  the  direct  witness  that  they  are  the 
children  of  God.  The  Spirit  creates  an  inex- 
pressible hunger  and  thirst  for  righteousness 
and  true  holiness ;  they  groan  for  the  entire 
renewal  in  the  image  of  God. 

The  plain  teaching  of  God's  word  is  that 
there  is  sin  in  believers.  The  Apostle  John 
addressed  his  epistle  to  children,  young  men 
and  fathers.  "  I  write  unto  you,  little  children, 
because  your  sins  are  forgiven  you  for  His 
name's  sake.  I  write  unto  you,  fathers,  because 
ye  have  known  Him  that  is  from  the  beginning. 
I  write  unto  you,  young  men,  because  ye  are 
strong,  and  the  word  of  God  abidetli  in  you, 
and  ye  have  overcome  the  wicked  one."  He 
said  to  these  :  *  *  If  we  say  that  we  have  no 
sin,  we  deceive  ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not 
in  us."  The  child  of  God  is  deceived  when 
he  says  that  regeneration  saved  him  from  in- 
bred sin.  He  has  given  place  to  a  lie.  The 
truth  is  not  in  him.  No  one  should  be  deceiv- 
ed on  this  vital  point.  We  have  not  been  left 
in  the  dark.     The  Scripture  is  a  plain  declaration 
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of  a  positive  fact  in  the  experience  of  all  the 
regenerated.  We  are  not  left  to  find  out  by 
temptation,,  persecution  or  trial  that  the  ])ody  of 
«^n  is  not  destroyed.  When  we  are  regenerat- 
.,  the  old  man  is  crucified  that  the  Ixxly  of 
sin  might   be  destroyed.     See  Rom.   6,  6. 

The    clear,    definite    teaching    of  Scripture  is 
that   there  is   sin    in     believers.       Paul     says : 
"And  I,  brethren,  could  not  speak  unto  you  as 
unto  spiritual,  but  as  unto  carnal,  even  as  unto 
babes   in    Christ.      I    have    fed  you  with  milk, 
and  not    with    meat ;    for   hitherto  ye  were  not 
Me    to   bear  it,   neither  yet  now  are  ye  able." 
'[^or.  iii.   1,2.)      They  were    "in  Christ"  and 
they  were  "brethren,"  but  they  were  '      irnal," 
they  were  still  "babes  in  Christ."     Tlie>    were 
"fed    with    milk,"   and    could  not  be  classified 
with  back-sliders,  and   they  were  "in  Christ." 
The   plain    teaching  is  that  the}'  were   "breth- 
ren," they  Avere  "in  Christ"  and  at  the  same 
time  they  were  "carnal,"  they  were  not  saved 
from  inbred  sin.     There  were  divisions  among 
them,  they  had  their  choice  of  preachers. 

The   children    of  God    who    are    doing    their 
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whole    duty    are    painl'ully    conscious  of   inbred 
sin.      All    the  children  of  (iod  know  that  they 
are  not  perfected  in  holiness.       They   are  con- 
scious   that   they    come    short    in  filling  up  the 
law  of  love.     Their  best  efforts  are  not  failures, 
but    they    are    conscious    that  they  cou'.c  short. 
Their  experiences  and  lives  are  not  up  to  their 
own  ideal  of  what  a  Christian  should  and  must 
be  to  enter  in  through  the  pearly  gates.     They 
know    by    reading    the    Bible    that  they  are  not 
what  God  requires  them   to  be.      The    lives    of 
the  saints  and  martyrs  make  them  blush    with 
shame.      They    hunger  and  thirst  for  a  deeper 
and    richer    experience.     They    are    not  guilty, 
condemned  or  overcome  l)y  the   power   of    sin. 
They    know    that    they  are  abiding  in  constant 
victory — that  the  grace  of  God  is  sufficient  for 
them  in  battle  ;   but  they  are  conscious  also  that 
they    are    not    saved    from    the    being    of    sin. 
Sin  cleaves  to  the  thoughts,  words  and  actions 
of  the    regenerated    in    their    best    efforts    and 
most  happy  hours.     It  is  subdued,   but  it  does 
remain    in    the   heart.       It    is    the    inward    foe. 

,     It   is    not   enough    to   know,    as   all  serious, 
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honest  Christians  do,  that  there  is  sin  in  all 
who  have  been  regenerated,  and  remains  there 
until  the  second  change  is  wrought.  No 
person  can  be  deHvered  from  it  until  they 
feel  it.  The  conviction  must  be  deeper  than 
that  which  preceded  regeneration.  The  true, 
honest,  devoted  Christian  will  pray  for  convic- 
tion. He  will  seek  for  the  Spirit  to  search  him 
and  reveal  to  him  the  abomination  of  his  heart. 
He  will  fast  and  pray  and  search  the  Scriptures 
to  know  how  far  short  he  comes  of  the  perfect 
law  of  liberty  there  is  in  Christ  Jesus  for  the 
sons  of  God.  He  will  seek  to  know  the  whole 
depth  of  his  depravit3^  He  wants  to  know  and 
feel  the  worst.  He  wants  to  feel  it  now.  The 
Spirit  will  show  him  the  whole  depth  of  inherit- 
ed depravity.  He  is  ready  to  do  this  for  all 
the  sons  of  God.  He  is  grieved  with  those  who 
cannot  be  induced  to  seek  to  know  the  sin  of 
their  hearts.  The  children  of  God  retain  their 
first-love  by  deep  heart-searching  and  humilia- 
tion before  God,  to  discover  everythitig  that  is 
in  them  that  hinders  them  in  their  Christian  life. 

The  Christian  that  earnestly  seeks   to   know 
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and  feel  tlie  sin  of  his  heart  will  have  no  diffi- 
culty about  the    term   inbred   sin.      The    Spirit 
will  reveal  to  him    the    hydra-headed    monster. 
He  will  see  him  as  God  sees  him.     None   can 
be    delivered    from   the    monster    within    until 
they  have  this  vision   of  his   presence.       They 
must  see  him  as  he  is,  and  feel  the  exceeding 
sinfulness  of  their  fallen  nature.     The  spirit  will 
give    deep,   pungent   conviction    for   inbred  sin. 
He  will  reveal  all  the  vileness  and    loathsome- 
ness   of  the    carnal    nature,   so   that   conviction 
will  be  as  Isaiah  felt  it  when  he  said  :      "Woe 
is  me  !  for  I  am  undone  :  because  I  am  a  man 
of  unclean  lips."      This    conviction  enters  into 
the  whole    nature.       It    takes    away    sleep    and 
rest.      It    destroys    the    appetite.      It  takes  the 
mind  off  everything  else.     It  is  a  conviction  of 
the  greatness  of  the  sin  of  the  heart,  and  of  the 
absolute  necessity  of  being  saved  from    it.       It 
is  a  conviction  that  we  must  obtain  all  the  grace 
of  God  or  Jose  what  has  been  received  already. 
What  is  needed  in  the  Church  of  Christ   to- 
day   more    than    anything    else,     is    this  deep, 
pungent  conviction  of  inbred  sin  in    the   hearts 
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of  the  individual  members  of  the  Church.  It 
is  each  member  seeing  the  malady  of  his  own 
heart.  Most  members  of  the  Church  that  we 
meet,  can  tell  us  the  failings  of  their  brethren ; 
they  can  see  the  inbred  sin  in  others,  but  they 
seem  to  be  totally  blind  to  their  own  faults. 
He  is  the  uliitc  nvgcl  while  his  brethren  are 
corrupt  at  heart.  A  deep  heart-searching  among 
the  children  of  God  would  give  a  revelation  of 
inbred  sin  that  would  suprise  many  who  sup- 
pose that  there  is  no  necessity  for  inquiring 
into  this  matter.  They  would  learn  that  they 
have  more  inbred  hin  than  they  have  love  for 
their  neighbors.  It  would  save  the  people  of 
God  from  finding  fault  with  each  other,  from 
controversy,  from  praying  at  each  other,  and 
from  saying  many  unkind  things  that  they 
express  in  the  absence  of  their  brethren.  In- 
bred sin  is  bhghting,  blasting,  and  corrupting 
the  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ  more  than 
all  diabolical  agencies. 

There  are  some  who  deny  that  there  is  any 
such  thing  as  inbred  sin  — -  that  we  did  not  in- 
herit depravity  from  Adam.     They   are  neither 
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Bible  Christians  nor  theologians.     All  the  creeds 
of   the    churches    teach  that  there  is  sin  in  be- 
lievers—that it  is  inherited  depravity.     Those 
who  say  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  inbred 
sin  are  I^aodiceans.     They  are  rich  and  increased 
with  goods  and  have  need  of   nothing.       They 
do  not  know  that  they  are  wretched  and  miser- 
able, and  poor  and  blind,   and    naked.       Others 
admit  that  there  is  inbred  sin,  and  declare  that 
it  must  remain,  that  we  are  not  saved  from  it. 
This    is    a    positive    denial    of    the    divinity  of 
Jesus.     It  is  to  say  that  there  is  not  sufllcient 
merit    in    His    blood.      The    Holy    Ghost   with 
them     is     only     an     influence     and    not     God 
Almighty,    the    Third    person    in    the    Trinity. 
They  are  not  willing  to  admit  that  Adam    was 
pure  as  God  is  pure  and  holy  as  God  is    holy. 
They  deny  that  man  was  made  in  the  image  of 
God,  and  that  Jesus  came  to  restore  us    to  the 
Divine  image.       They  do  not  accept  the  Scrip- 
ture record  of  the  fall,  and,  therefore,  they  have 
no  place  for  redemption  from  inbred  sin. 

Mr.   Wesley's   standard    for     regeneration    is 
higher   than    that    of  aiiy  •  theologian  since  the 
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days  of  the  Apostles.  It  is  so  high  that  some 
cannot  see  where  the  necessity  for  sanctification 
can  exist.  Those  who  have  placed  the  standard 
of  egeneration  nearest  the  Bible  teaching,  have 
had  most  need  and  room  for  the  doctrine  and 
experience  of  entire  sanctification.  Those  who 
have  a  low  conception  of  regeneration  gen- 
erally have  no  room  for  entire  sanctification  in 
their  creed,  and  no  need  for  it  in  their 
experience. 

Mr.  Wesley  clearly  and  strongly  teaches  that 
there  is  sin  in  believers  and  says  :  ' '  The  op- 
posite doctrine,  that  there  is  no  sin  in  believers, 
is  quite  new  in  the  Church  of  Christ ;  that  it 
was  never  heard  of  for  seventeen  hundred  years 
—  never  until  it  was  discovered  by  Count  Zin- 
zendorf.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  the 
least  intimation  of  it,  either  in  any  ancient  or 
modern  writer,  unless,  perhaps,  in  some  of  the 
wild,  ranting  Antinomians." 

In  his  sermon  on  "The  Scriptural  Way  of 
vSalvation "  he  says,  "Hence  may  appear  the 
extreme  mischievousness  of  that  seemingly 
innocent    opinion    that    there    is    no  sin  in  be- 
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lievers;  that  all  sin  is  destroyed,  root  and  branch, 
the  moment  a  man  is  justified.  By  totally  pre- 
venting that  repentance  it  quite  blocks  up  the 
wayto  sanctification." 

This  teaching  that  there  is  no  sin  in  be- 
lievers is  contrary  to  the  teaching  of  the  Bible, 
the  creeds  of  the  Church  and  the  experience  of 
the  children  of  God  in  all  the  ages.  It  is  to 
say  that  many  good  devoted  Christians  are  not 
converted  or  they  are  backsliders.  Mr.  Wesley 
says  in  his  bermon  on  "Sin  in  Believers"  : 
"As  this  position— there  is  no  sin  in  a  be- 
liever, no  carnal  mind,  no  bent  to  backshding 
—is  thus  contrary  to  God's  Word,  so  is  it  to 
the  experience  of  His    children.  These  con- 

tinually feel  a  heart  bent  to  backsliding;  a 
natural  tendency  to  evil;  a  proneness  to  depart 
from  the  things  of  God  and  cleave  to  the  things 
of  the  earth.  They  are  daily  sensible  of  shi 
remaining  in  the  heart,  pride,  self-will,  unbelief; 
and  of  sin  cleaving  to  all  they  speak  and  do, 
even  their  best  actions  and  holiest  duties.  Yet 
at  the  same  time  they  know  they  are  of  God; 
Miey  cannot  doubt  of  it  a  moment." 
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Mr.  Wesle}'  says  :  "We  allow  that,  at  the 
very  moment  of  justification,  we  are  born  again; 
in  that  instant  we  experience  that  inward 
change  from  'darkness  into  marvellous  light;' 
from  the  image  of  the  brute  and  devil  into  the 
image  of  God;  from  the  earthly,  sensual,  devilish 
mind,  to  the  mind  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus. 
But  are  we  then  entirely  changed  ?  Are  we 
wliolU'  transformed  into  the  image  of  Him  that 
created  us  ?  Far  from  it;  we  still  retain  a 
depth  of  sin,  audit  is  the  consciousncso  of  this 
wliicli  constrains  us  to  groan,  Icr  c.  full  de- 
liverance, to  him  that  is  mighty  to  save."  This 
precedes  the  reception  of  the  grace  of  entire 
sanctification.     This  is  the  true  feeling  of  :iieed. 
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It  is  not  enough  for  the  children   of  (^od    to 
become  painfully  conscious  of  inbred  sin.     This 
deep  conviction  is  alxsolutely  necessary.     With- 
out it  repentance  is  impossible.     Those  who  are 
thus  convinced  must  repent  or  stifle  their  con- 
victions.      The    trouble    generally    commences 
with  repentance.     Those  who  say  that  there  is 
no    such    thing    as    inbred    sin,   and  those  who 
affirm  that  they  were   saved  from  it    when    re- 
generated, do  so  to  relieve  themselves  from  get- 
ting down  to  repent  of  inbred  sin.     Repentance 
is  an  absolute   necessity.     God    never    removes 
inbred    sin    until    there   is    godly  sorrow  which 
produces    repentance    to  salvation  not  to  be  re- 
pented of.     Those  who  weep  and    mourn    over 
the    sin    of  their  hearts,   can  l)e  delivered  from 
it.       They  have   to  feel  the  damning  tendency 
of  the  presence  of  the  thing  itself.     They  have 
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to  hate,  loathe  and  abhor  it.  When  they  com- 
mence to  groan  under  the  death  throes  of  the 
body  of  sin,  their  redemption  draweth  nigh. 

Their  repentance  must  of  necessity  be  deeper 
than  that  which  prect  -d  regeneration,  l)ecause 
inbred  sin  is  deeper  tlici"  actual.  It  is  birth 
sin.  This  is  why  it  is  called  inbred  sin.  It 
is  in  us  when  we  are  born.  It  is  ingrained  in 
our  nature  and  must  be  purged  out.  Repen- 
tance enters  into  the  entire  nature.  The  whole 
nature  groans  to  -be  delivered  from  the  inbeing 
of  evil.  Let  no  person  deceive  himself  by 
hoping  for  full  redemption  without  this  full, 
deep  repentance  which  gets  down  as  deep  as 
the  sin  of  the  heart.  This  is  not  the  popular 
line.  The  Gospel  hue  has  never  been  popular. 
The  friend  of  the  world  is  the  enemy  of  God. 
Those  who  teach  that  men  may  enter  into  the 
fulness  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  without  this  re- 
pentance, have  not  entered  the  fulness  them- 
selves, and  are  incapable  of  leading  others  into 
it.  Deep  humiliation,  genuine  repentance,  and 
full  assurance  of  faith  is  the  Bible  teaching. 

Hohness  preaching  can  be  endured  if  inbred 
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sin  is  not  mentioned,  l)ut  when   we  preach  that 
the  people  of  God  ninst  repent,  every  formahst, 
every  dignitary,  every  dnde,  and  every  fossilized 
member  are  up  in  arms  ready  for  fight.     When 
their  sin  is  pointed  out,   and  they  are  told  that 
they  must  repent  of  it,  they  show  fight  because 
they  have  lost  the  grace  of  justification  if  they 
ever  had  it.     We  may  tell  them  that  they  need 
more  faith,   love,  joy  or  power,  and  no  person  is 
offended.     We  may  use  the  strongest  language 
in    declaring    that    Cod    can  save  from  all  sin, 
and  fill  his  people  from  all  the  fulness  of  him- 
self, and  no  person  is  made  angry  or  offended. 
One  sermon  on  the  prevalent  sin  of  God's  own 
people    will    create    a  sensation.     The  preacher 
who  will  dare  to  show  to    the    people    of   God 
the  depravity   of  their  hearts  may  expect  to  be 
unpopular.      If  he  preaches  it  under  the  power 
of   the    Holy    Ghost,    they    will    get  down  and 
repent  of  their  sin,  or  they  will  dismiss  him  as 
soon    as    possible.     If  he  is  true,   he  will  save 
the  honest  few  at   least. 

Those  who  refuse  to  repent  forfeit  their  son- 
;'.hip  immediately.       There  is  no  religion  with- 
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out  repentance.  It  cannot  be  found  without 
repentance.  It  is  only  the  penitent  who  retain 
the  u:race  of  God  in  their  hearts.  There  is  no 
other  way  of  approaching-  Ood  Ahnigiity.  The 
most  Holy  are  the  most  penitent  Christians  on 
earth.  Much  grace  brings  nmch  light.  Those 
who  see  themselves  most  clearly  have  the 
lowest  opinion  of  themselves.  They  love  to 
sink  down  at  the  feet  of  Jesus.  Those  who 
huml)le  themselves  are  lifted  up  by  Jesus. 
God  never  builds  up  his  people  until  He  breaks 
them  down  first.  Repentance  is  very  be- 
coming to  those  who  have  sinned,  as  we 
have  done.  Those  who  say  that  they  got 
through  with  repentance  when  they  were  re- 
generated  only  acknowledge  to  us  that  their 
religious  life  began  and  ended  there.  Those 
who  have  reached  the  Bible  standard  of  Chris- 
tian perfection  the  total  death  of  sin  and  the 
entire  renewal  in  the  love  and  image  of  God — 
retain  this  blessed  experience  by  living  humbly, 
penitently,  and  believingly  before  God.  They 
are  kept  clean  from  all  defihng  influences 
of  sin. 
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Salvation  from  inbred  sin  must  be  sought  as 
the    definite    experience  of  entire  sanctification. 
Some  have  been  seeking-  for   a  deeper  work  of 
grace  for  years,  and  it  is  no  deeper  yet.     Others 
become    discouraged    and    turn    l)ack     to    their 
former  mode  of  living.     Some  have  spent  ^ears 
trying    to    su!)due   and    be    saved    from    anger. 
They    have    learned    liow  to  watch  and  control 
their  temper  when  the  trying  time  comes.       It 
is  there  the  same  as  it  was  at  the  first ;   if  they 
were  one  moment  off  their  guard  it  would  usurp 
supreme  authority.     Those    who    seek   deliver- 
ance by  repenting  of  the  various  mam'festations 
of  inbred  sin  never  get  the  experience  of  entire 
sanctification.     It  is  true  that  inbred  sin  mani- 
fests itself,   and  in  various  ways.      It  is  felt  in 
anger,  fe.nr,  pride,  selfishness,   murmuring,   fret- 
ting, envy    and    worldliness.      Those    who   are 
using    the    grace    of    regeneration     keep     these 
various  motions  subdued. 

Inbred   sin    is    deeper    than    the  uprisings  of 
evil.       It    is    the    old    root   from    whence  these 
sprouts  grow.     When  the  root  is  all  taken  out, 
there  will  be  no  more  sprouts.     The  seeker  of 
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entire  sanctification  must  repent  deeper  than 
anger,  pride,  fear,  selfishness,  etc.  He  nuist 
get  as  deep  as  the  root  of  sin,  and  repent  of 
the  \vh(jle  de])th  of  the  inbred  monster.  Salva- 
tion is  never  deeper  than  repentance.  The 
vSpirit  will  give  true  genuine  repentance  to  all 
who  will  fully  yield  and  seek  to  get  to  the 
depths  of  their  corrupt  nature.  The  abvSolute 
necessity  is  to  see  and  feel  the  whole  corrup- 
tion of  our  nature  as  it  remains,  until  the  body 
of  sin  is  destroyed.  The  vision  is  given  by 
the  Spirit  to  the  anxious  seeker  who  desires  to 
see  and  know  all  his  sin.  Those  who  feel  the 
depths  of  the  dej^ravity  of  their  nature  will 
seek  for  deliverance,  they  will  groan  for  full 
redem])tion  ;  if  they  are  properly  instructed 
that  entire  sanctification  is  by  faith,  they  will 
find  the  experience  immediately.  If  they  only 
believe  they  shall  immediately  find  that  "all 
things  are  possible  to  him  that  believeth." 

Those    who    repent    of    mbred    sin  are  called 

i-       .  to  believe  the  Gospel.     They  must  beheve 

Jesus  is  able  to  save   them    to   the    utter- 

mv>st.     He  is  able  to  save  from  all  the  sin  that 
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rLMiiaiiis  in  the  hearts  of  the  re<j^cncrateci.  He 
can  save  from  all  the  sins  that  cleave  to  our 
words  and  actions.  He  is  able  to  save  from  all 
sins  of  omission.  With  men  tiiis  is  imjKJSsihle, 
but  with  Jesus  all  things  are  possible.  There 
is  nothing.;;  too  hard  for  Him  to  do  who  has 
"all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth."  Jesus 
has  promised  to  do  this.  It  is  promised  in  the 
Old  and  New  Testament.  We  read  in  the  law, 
"The  Lord  thy  (iod  will  circumcise  thy  heart, 
and  the  heart  of  thy  seed,  to  love  the  L(Jrd  thy 
God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul. 
(Deut.  XXX.  6.)  In  the  Psalms  He  says  : 
"He  shall  redeem  Israel  from  all  his  sins." 

By  the  prophet  He  says:  "Then  will  I 
sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  shall  be 
clean :  from  all  your  filthiness  and  from  all 
your  idols,  will  I  cleanse  you.  And  I  will  put 
my  spirit  within  you,  and  ye  shall  keep  my 
judgments  and  do  them.  I  will  also  save  you 
from  all  your  uncleannesses."  (Ezek.  xxxvi. 
25,  etc.)  The  promises  in  the  New  Testament 
are  equally  strong:  "Blessed  be  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel;  for  He  hath  visited  and  redeem- 
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ed  His  people,  and  hath  raised  up  an  horn  of 
salvation  for  us,  to  perform  the  oath  which  he 
swear  to  our  father  Abraham,  that  he  would 
grant  unto  us,  that  w^e  being  delivered  out  of 
the  hands  of  our  enemies  should  serve  him 
without  fear  in  holiness  and  righteousness  be- 
fore him  all  the  cla\s  of  our  life."  (Xuke  i. 
68,  etc.)  This  is  the  will  of  God  made  known 
to  us  that  He  is  able  to  save  from  all  indwel- 
hng  sin.  He  has  promised  to  do  it  to  the 
fullest.  Unbelief  is  excluded.  He  has  given 
us  the  exceeding  great  and  precious  promise. 
The  believer  who  repents  of  inbred  sin  has 
reason  to  believe  not  only  that  He  is  able  to 
save  from  all  sin,  but  also  that  He  is  willing. 
He  is  willing  to  cleanse  from  all  the  filthiness 
of  the  flesh  and  S])irit ;  to  "save  you  from  all 
your  uncleannesses."  The  question  is  then,  is 
He  willing  to  do  it  to-day,  or  may  we  wait 
until  to-morrow.  Jesus  says  :  "To-day,  if  j-e 
will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts." 
Mr.  Wesley  says  :  "If  you  put  it  off  till  to- 
morrow^ you  harden  your  hearts,  you  refuse  to 
hear  His  voice.      Believe,   therefore,  that  He  is 
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vvilHiig  to  save  you  to-da}'.  He  is  willing  to 
save  you  now.  'Behold,  now  is  the  acce]ited 
time.'  He  now  saith,  'Be  thou  clean.'  Only 
believe,  and  you  also  will  immediately  find  '  all 
things  are  possible  to  him  that   believeth.'" 

By  repentance  we  feel  the  sin  remaining  in 
our  hearts,  and  are  conscious  that  it  cleaves  to 
our  words  and  actions  ;  we  feel  that  we  deserve 
punishment  for  all  our  tempers,  words  and 
actions;  we  have  a  continual  conviction  that 
there  is  no  help  in  us  ;  we  disclaim  all  help 
except  from  Jesus;  we  feel  that  without  Him 
we  can  do  nothing-. 

Most  Christians  acknowledge  that  sin  remains 
in  the  heart  after  it  has  been  regenerated. 
Many  are  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do  with  it. 
Some  ask  :  ' '  How  can  we  be  held  responsible 
for  it,  because  we  inherited  it  from  Adam?" 
They  ask :  How  can  they  repent  of  a  thing  or 
sin  that  they  never  committed?  Why  do  they 
not  ask  the  following  questions  :  Why  did 
Ood  give  His  only  begotten  Son  to  die  for 
sin?  In  what  way  was  He  responsible  for  sin? 
Why    did  He  wound,   bruise    and  put  to  death 
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His  only  begotten?     Why  did  Jesus  submit  to 
such  shame  and  suffering? 

The  man  who  asks  why  he  should  be  re- 
quired to  repent  of  inbred  sin  has  not  the  mind 
and  spirit  of  Jesus.  Jesus  died  the  death  of 
the  Cross  to  save  us  from  sin,  and  the  cold 
professor  of  religion  folds  his  arms  and  asks 
how  he  can  be  held  responsible  for  the  sin  he 
did  not  commit.  He  is  not  pleased  that  full  re- 
demption has  been  secured  by  the  atonement 
of  Jesus.  It  seems  to  him  to  be  a  calamity 
that  Ood  should  undertake  to  destroy  all  his 
sin,  and  ask  him  to  co-operate  with  Him  to 
have  it  effected.  We  presume  that  he  would 
not  complain  if  it  were  done  without  his 
humiliation. 

It  is  not  true  that  Adam  is  entirely  respon- 
sible for  inbred  sin.  We  all  sinned  in  Adam. 
We  have  all  sinned  and  come  short  of  the 
glory  of  God.  As  we  all  sinned  in  him,  so 
we  all  died  in  him.  As  we  all  died  in  Adam, 
so  we  are  all  made  to  live  in  Jesus.  "As  by 
the  offence  of  one,  judgment  came  upon  all 
men  to  condemnation,  so  by  the  righteousness 
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of  one,  the  free  gift  came  upon  all  men  to  jus- 
tification   of  life."        We    are    the    children    of 
Adam,  and  as  such  we  sinned  in  him,  and  are 
accountable  for   inbred    or    inborn    sin.      Adam 
was  the  federal  head.       We  were  in  him.       In 
him  we  sinned   and    fell.     In    him    Jesus    died 
for  us,   and    secured  for  us  full  and  eternal  re- 
demption.      Where    sin    abounded,    grace  hath 
much  more   abounded.      Sin    abounded    in    our 
fall  in  Adam,  and  the  grace  of  God  much  more 
abounded  in  reaching  us  in  Adam,  and    secur- 
ing  to    us   redemption    from    the    sin    we  com- 
mitted in  him.       This    is    glad  tidings  of  great 
joy  to  all  honest  Christian  people.     Glory  be  to 
Jesus  !     Hallelujah  ! 

Sin  in  the  children  of  God  in  most  cases  is 
more  than  inherited  depravity.  Nearly  all  the 
children  of  God  have  indulged  in  actual  sin  up 
to  the  date  when  they  repented  and  were  born 
of  God.  When  they  yielded  to  evil  influences 
to  commit  actual  sin,  by  their  own  volition 
they  made  every  evil  inherited  tendency  a  part 
of  themselves.  Previous  to  the  moment  when 
actual    sin    is    committed,    sin   iri  the  nature  is 
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unconnected  by  volition;  it  is  a  part  of  our- 
selves though  we  are  not  considered  responsible 
for  it.  It  is  ours  only  so  far  as  we  sinned  in 
Adam  in  the  fall. 

When  we  yield  to  temptation  from  without, 
when  the  tempter  secures  the  assent  of  the 
mind  and  the  consent  of  the  will,  the  sin 
which  remains  in  dormancy  is  at  once  quick- 
ened into  life  and  connected  bj*  the  will.  In- 
herited depravity  is  the  basis  of  actual  sin,  but 
it  is  dependent  for  action  on  the  consent  of 
the  will.  When  the  will  consents  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  tempter  without  to  the  evil  prin- 
ciple within,  the  enemy  without  has  secured 
the  victory,  and  actual  sin  is  at  once  committed. 

The  evil  principle  within,  being  quickened 
by  the  consent  of  the  will  to  the  tempter,  is 
developed  all  the  days,  months  and  years  in 
which  actual  sin  is  indulged,  so  that  sin  in  a 
believer,  if  not  always,  is  generally  not  only 
quickened,  but  developed.  The  children  of  God 
who  retain  the  grace  of  regeneration  in  their 
hearts,  do  not  reach  a  point  in  their  experience 
where  they  must  get  down  to  repent  of  inbred 
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sin.  ■  Tliey  loathe,  hate  and  abhor  all  inward 
sni,  and  the}-  groan  for  deliverance  from  the 
monster  within.  When  they  know  it  a.s  their 
privilege  to  have  full  redemption,  they  believe 
and  enter  into  the  experience  at  once. 

Those  who  say  there  is  no  need  to  repent  of 
inbred  sin,  affirm  thereby  that  they  are  not 
sorry  that  sin  exists  in  them.  Repentance  is 
a  sorrow  for  sin,  and  Christian  people  are  not 
only  sorry  that  sin  is  in  them,  but  they  groan 
for  deliverance  from  it. 

Those  who  repent  of  inbred  sin  are  delighted 
to  hear  the  doctrine  of  entire  hohness  preached. 
All  Christian  people  are  seekers  of  entire  holi- 
ness, even  those  who  are  not  conversant  with 
the  Scriptural  and  theological  terms.  They 
pray,  sigh  and  groan  for  entire  deliverance. 
They  hate  sin.  They  are  disgusted  with  in- 
herited depravity.  When  they  are  taught  that 
dehverance  from  the  monster  within  is  to  be 
obtained  through  the  atonement,  they  are  de- 
lighted to  seek  the  experience. 

The  children  of  God  may  continue  in  the  joy 
of  faith  until  they  are  perfected  in  love.      The 
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grace  of  God  will  sustain  them  while  they  are 
repenting  of  inbred  sin.  Those  who  have 
walked  in  the  full  light  of  regeneration  are 
strong  in  faith  and  love  to  humble  themselves 
at  the  feet  of  Jesus  to  cry  for  redemption  from 
the  inbred  tyrant's  yoke.  None  should  cast 
away  their  confidence  which  hath  great  recom- 
pense of  reward.  vSome  give  the  enemy  of 
their  souls  an  advantage  on  this  point.  The 
grace  of  justification  should  be  used  in  seeking 
the  grace  of  entire  sanctification.  Those  who 
fail  to  use  their  faith  in  seeking  full  redemp- 
tion only  become  mystified  in  their  experience 
of  justification.  They  should  draw  near  with 
full  assurance  of  faith  and  have  boldness  to 
enter  into  the  holiest  b}^  the  blood  of  Jesus. 
Deep  repentance  of  inbred  sin  should  not  mar 
the  joy  of  forgiveness.  The  clear  witness  of 
the  Spirit  that  we  are  born  of  God  should  in- 
spire the  soul  with  abiding  joy  while  plunging 
into  the  deep  and  dark  chasm  of  repentance 
having  the  body  of  sin  destroyed.  Those  who 
have  kept  the  old  man  on  the  cross  from  the 
time  that  they  were  regenerated,  will  rejoice  to 
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have  the  spear  driven  to  his  heart,   to  have  total 
death   effected   in   a   moment   and   the    monster 
within    utterly   destroyed.       Holy   grief  should 
not   quench    the  joy   of  the   regenerated.     The 
agonies  of  the  death  of  the  old  man  is  endured 
while  the  soul  experiences  joy  unspeakable  and 
is  full  of  glory.     There    is    rejoicing    when    re- 
demption draweth  nigh.      While  the  regenerated 
soul    is    deeply   partaking   of  the    sufferings    of 
Christ,   the  joy  of  salvation  may  ])e  greatly  in- 
creased.    This  we  believe  and  know  to  be  the 
Divine  will  and  method  of  restoring  his  people 
to  His  image.     The  Spirit  will  inspire,  streng- 
then and  sustain. 

Temptation    is    likely   to    be    strong    at    this 
point  in  the  Christian  experience.     Those   who 
have  boldness  to  enter  into  the  holiest,  as  soon 
as  they  know  their  privilege,  are  thereby  saved 
from  many  fiery  darts    of  the    wicked   one.     It 
is    the   privilege   of  all  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  God  to  enter  into  the  holiest  as  soon  as  they 
know    it   to   be    by  faith.     Tiiose    who   do   not 
enter  in  at  once  become  hardened   through   the 
deceitfulness  of  sin.     The  entrance  is    by    faith 
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It  being  by  faith  it  is  now.     We  are  to  believe 
and  enter. 

We  are  to  believe  that  God  is  able  to  save 
us  from  all  our  sins.  He  can  save  us  to  the 
uttermost.  He  is  able  to  do  it  now.  If  He  is 
not  a])le  to  do  it  now,  He  never  will  be.  He 
has  declared  that  He  has  all  power  in  heaven 
and  in  earth.  He  is  the  Almic^htv  Christ.  He 
is  oLirs.  His  power  is  ours.  He  has  given 
Himself  to  us  as  He  is.  He  is  greater  than 
our  sins,  our  enemies  and  our  fears,  'wc  iniist 
have  faith  in  Him  as  the  Almighty. 

We  must  not  only  believe  that  He  is  able  to 
save  us  from  all  sin.  We  must  also  believe 
that  He  is  willing  thus  to  save  us.  It  is  the 
will  of  God  even  our  sanctification.  He  is 
willing  to  destroy  all  our  inward  as  well  as 
outward  sin.  He  is  willing  to  remove  all  the 
hindrances  from  our  hearts.  He  is  willing  to 
do  it  now.  He  is  not  willing  that  we  should 
be  crippled  by  indwelling  sin.  He  is  willing 
to  annihilate  the  plague  of  our  hearts. 

It  is  not  enough  to  believe  that  He  is  able 
and  willing  to  save  us  from  all  sin,  and  sanctify 
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us  wholly.     It  is  absolutely  necessary  that   we 
believe     that     He    does    it    now.       He    says: 
"Behold,    now  is  the  day  of  salvation."       We 
are    not   required    to    believe    that    it    is    done. 
We   are    to    believe    that    He  is  doing  it  now ; 
that    He    now    saves    us    from    all    sin.     Jesus 
saves     the     moment     we    believe.       Not     one 
moment   before,    nor   one    moment    after.      He 
now  says  :      "Be  thou  clean."       Only  believe,  ' 
and    you    will    immediately    find    all  things  are 
possible  to  him  that  believeth. 


CHAPTKR    XI. 
WHY  NOT  AT  CONVERSION  ? 


Salvation  is  of  the  lyord.  He  commences, 
carries  on  and  completes  the  work.  It  is  en- 
tirely His  work.  He  operates  not  only  on  and 
in,  but  also  through  us.  If  His  operations 
were  apart  from  us,  He  might  finish  it  at  once. 
He  made  us  before  He  breathed  into  us  the 
breath  of  life.  He  made  the  world  not  in  one 
period  but  in  six  periods  of  time.  Jesus  let  the 
blind  man  see  men  as  trees  walking,  and  after- 
wards He  made  his  vision  perfect.  The  twelve 
Apostles  did  not  get  entirely  sanctified  when 
they  were  converted.  Jesus  said  they  were  not 
of  the  world  even  as  He  was  not  of  the  world, 
and  then  prayed  for  their  sanctification. 
"vSanctify  them  through  Thy  truth;  Thy  word 
is  truth." 

The    grace    and    w^ork    of    regeneration    are 
directly    from    the    Lord,     but    limited    to   the 
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cxtLMil   of  tlie  act  of  repentence  and  failli.     Sal- 
vatioii  is  never  deeper  than  the  hniit  of  repen- 
tance   and    never    l)e>'(,nd    the    extent    oi    actual 
faith.     The  soul  is  saved  to  the  depth  that  re- 
pentance reaches,  and  t(^  the    extent    that    faith 
grasps     when    regenerated.      Those    who   truly 
repent    of  actual   sin   are    almost    overwhelmed 
with   grief  and  sorrow,   the  sight  of  inbred  sin 
would   completely   cripple   them    and   amiihilate 
their  hopes  of  salvation.       In    mercy    and    love 
God  does  not  reveal  the  hidden  a])()minations  of 
the  depraved  heart  until  the  grace   of  regener- 
ation has  been  received  and  the  faith  established, 
riiose  who  find  the  grace   of  repentance    for 
actual  sin  and  succeed  in  reijenting  of  all  they 
have  actually  committed  against  Cxod,  are  thank- 
ful that  they  were  not  required  to  do   more   at 
that  time.     It  means  a  good  deal  to  cut  off  all 
sin,   to  cease  to  do  evil,  and  close  every  door  so 
that  there  is  no  chance  for  retreat.       It  means 
more   to    loathe   ourselves   in   dust   and    ashes, 
and  to  cry  to    God,    as    hell-deserving   sinners,' 
to  have  mercy  upon  us   for  Jesus'    sake.     Re- 
pentance    implies    a    complete    surrender,     the 
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laying    down    every,    weapon    of  reljellion,    the 
giving    np     all     h()])es     of     making     ourselves 
better,   and    a    willingness    to    go   anywhere  or 
suffer  anything  with  Jesus.       Repentance  is  an 
inward  turning  from  all  that  is  evil  to  all  that 
is  good.       It    is    a    great  struggle.      The  vSpirit 
helps.      He  gives  power  to  the  sinner  to  repent. 
Ivvery  sinner  that  will  be  saved  must  use    the 
power  given,  to  the  very  utmost  of  his  ability. 
The  sinner  always  knows  when    he    has    re- 
pented of  his  actual  sins  and   he   knows    there 
is  something  wrong  up  to  the  very  moment  he 
has  finished  the  bitter  cup.     It   is    possible   for 
all  who  have  repented  of  actual   sin  to  believe 
in  Jesus  for  salvation.       It    will  be  a  struggle. 
The  power  to  believe  is  from  God.     The  act  is 
a  human  effort  supported  by  grace.      It    is  the 
greatest  struggle  in  this  life.      Nature,   reason, 
and  every  diabolical  agency  sa)-  Jesus  does  not 
save  at  this  moment.     Faith  must  say,  in  spite 
of  feeling,  intellectualism,  the  devil  and  every- 
thing else,  Jesus  is  saving;    He  does   save  me 
now.      It  is  a  great  effort  for  a  sinner  in  dark- 
ness, full  of  sin  and  the  devil  to    thus    believe 
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with  the  licart  unto  ri^^ditcousness.     Those  who 
beh've  with  the  heart  for  salvation    from  actual 
siu,  conclude  that  they   have  (l(,ne  well,  and  are 
thankful  that  they  were  not  called  upon   to    do 
more    at    that    time.       In     kindness,    love,    and 
mercy,  God  does  not  show  to  them  the    inbred 
monster.       He    reveals    the  whole  depth  of  de- 
pravity to  the  reo;enerated  soul   who  has    grace 
to    repent    of  inbred    sin    and    believe    for    full 
redemption. 

There    is    another    reason    for    the    soul    not 
being  entirely  sanctified  when  converted.     The 
consecration    of   the    soul    to    God    previous    to 
the    work  of  regeneration  must  of  necessity  be 
exceedingly    limited.      The    soul    is  outside    of 
the    kingdom    until    the    spirit    of  adoption  lias 
been  received.     He  is  in  the  kingdom  of  dark- 
ness.      Light,    knowledge    and    power  must  of 
necessity  be  so  limited  that    consecration    must 
be  incomplete.     It  is  certain  that  the  consecra- 
tion   necessary    for    efficient    service    cannot   be 
made  until  the  spirit  of  adoption  has   been    re- 
ceived.      The    sinner  can  know  nothing  about 
the  spiritual  kingdom  until  he  becomes  spiritual 
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himself.  The  natural  man  miderstandeth 
not  the  things  of  Christ  for  they  are  spiritually 
discerned,  (i.  Cor.  2:  14.)  The  consecration 
that  precedes  conversion  can  be  nothing  more 
than  submission  to  God.  He  yields  to  the 
operation  of  the  Spirit  to  receive  a  new  heart. 
When  he  repents  and  believes,  God  gives  him 
a  new  heart  —  This  new  heart  he  consecrates 
to  God.  This  is  the  vScripture  teaching.  'I 
beseech  you  therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies 
of  God,  that  >e  present  your  bodies  a  hving 
sacrifice,  holy  and  acceptable  to  God.  which  is 
your  reasonable  service."       (Rom.  xii.    i.) 


CHAPTER  XII. 


CREEDS. 


The  creeds  agree  on  many  vital  poiats  in 
salvation.  They  are  all  clear  and  strong  ^n  the 
necessity  of  the  New  Birth.  They  agree  in 
their  teaching  that  there  is  sin  in  believers. 
However  they  may  differ  regarding  the  time 
and  means  by  which  this  sin  is  destr*  ytd,  they 
agree  that  it  remains  in  the  hearts  of  the  re- 
generated until  they  are  entirely  s..!ictified. 
That  it  does  exist  they  agree  ;  as  to  when  it 
may  be  destroyed  there  is  a  variation  of  opinion . 

There  are  individual  men  who  have  said  that 
there  is  no  sin  in  believers.  They  are  few. 
They  are  not  theologians,  logicians  or  metaphy- 
sicians. They  are  not  notorious  for  anything 
only  for  this  one  statement.  They  have  made 
the  bare  affirmation.  They  have  contributed 
nothing  to  the  literary  world.  Like  all  other 
deluded  mortals  they  have  supposed  that   it   is 
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enoiit^h  that  they  have  said  so.  They  would 
deceive  others  if  permitted  to  do  so.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  children  of  God,  especially  of 
preachers  and  teachers,  to  expose  all  erroneous 
statements  and  declare  the  truth. 

The  children  of  God,  everywhere,  should  be 
thankful  that  the  creeds  have  been  preserved 
and  saved  from  such  errors.  God  in  His  good 
providence  has  raised  up  men  who  have  been 
scriptural  in  their  meditations  and  have  given 
to  the  churches  the  Bible  teaching,  that  sin 
remains  but  does  not  rciiji;ii  in  the  hearts  of  the 
regenerated.  We  have  a  right  to  believe  that 
those  men  were  raised  up  for  this  special 
purpose. 

There  is  no  greater  delusion  than  to  believe 
that  God  cannot  do  any  more  than  regenerate  a 
liearL.  It  makes  it  impossible  for  God  to  ac- 
complish His  purposes.  Those  who  believe 
that  there  is  no  sin  in  a  believer  cannot  be 
saved  from  the  sin  of  their  hearts.  They 
cannot  repent  of,  iiate  and  abhor  that  which 
they  are  not  prepared  to  allow  has  an  existence. 

The  standard  of  religion  has  not  fallen  in  the 
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creeds  of  the  churches.  It  is  as  hii^h  as  ever 
it  was.  There  are  inodeni  conceptions  which 
are  not  in  the  creeds  of  the  Churches.  Many 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  beh'eve  that 
Christians  must  sin  as  long  as  they  are  in  the 
body.  It  is  not  the  creed  of  the  Church.  The 
doctrine  of  the  Church  is  that  he  that  com- 
mitteth  sin  is  of  the  devil ;  and  he  that  is  born 
of  God  doth  not  commit  sin.  It  is  currently 
understood  and  believed  among  Christian  people 
that  a  Christian  may  sin  and  not  repent,  but 
he  may  ask  for  forgiveness  in  a  general  way 
and  the  Lord  will  not  condemn  him  for  it. 
They  have  certain  times  for  asking  for  forgive- 
ness, which  does  not  imply  that  they  cease  to 
do  evil,  but  may  repeat  it  again,  and  expect  to 
do  so.  The  Apostle  Paul  says  to  all  such  : 
' '  Shall  we  continue  in  sin  that  grace  may 
abound  ?  God  forbid.  How  shall  we  that  are 
dead  to  sin  live  any  longer  therein  ?"  vSt.  John 
says:  "Whosoever  is  born  of  God  doth  not 
commit  sin."  Those  who  are  born  of  Ood 
violate  no  known  law  of  God,  and  so  far  as 
they  knov*^  they  do  their  duty.       Ciod  does  not 


84 


ORIGINAL    AND    INBKKI)   SIN. 


hold  them  responsible  or  condemned  for  sins 
of  ignorance  or  errors  in  judgment.  "Where 
there  is  no  law  there  is  no  transgression." 
Christians  are  those  who  do  not  knowingly 
break  the  commandments  of  God.  Jesus  said 
to  the  impotent  man  :  "Sin  no  more,  lest  a 
worse  thing  come  upon  thee."  St.  John  says, 
"My  little  children,  these  things  write  I  unto 
you,  that  ye  sin  not.  Whosoever  abideth  in 
Him  sinneth  not. ' '  Mr.  Wesley  says  :  ' '  They 
are  not  condemned  for  any  present  sins,  for  now 
trangressing  the  commandments  of  God.  For 
they  do  not  transgress  them  ;  they  do  not  walk 
after  the  flesh  but  after  the  spirit.  This  is 
the  continued  proof  of  their  love  of  God,  that 
they  keep  his  commandments."  The  Christian 
represses  all  tendencies  toward  sin.  He  over- 
comes them  by  tlii;  prayer  of  faith,  using  the 
grace  of  Go4  which  he  has  received. 


CHAPTPiR  XIII. 


INBRED  SIN. 


Sin  is  an  act  and  an  entity. 

As  an  act  it  is  a  voUintary  transgression  of 
known  law.  The  children  of  God  do  not  com- 
mit actual  sin.  "Whosoever  is  born  of  God 
doth  not  commit  sin."  i  John  3:9.  "  Sin  is 
the  transgression  of  the  law."     i  John  3  :  4. 

Sin  as  an  entity  is  the  root  from  which  actual 
transgression  springs.  It  may  exist  without 
causing  any  action.  It  may  be  so  suppressed 
by  the  grace  of  regeneration  that  there  will  be 
no  visible  motion.  The  inward  workings  will 
be  felt  when  not  seen.  The  regenerated  have 
power  to  so  suppress  indwelling  sin  that  there 
will  be  no  visible  motion.  The  principle  of 
evil  remains  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  are  re- 
generated until  they  are  entirely  sanctified. 
"All  unrighteousness  is  sin."      i  John  5:    17, 

It  is  not  destroyed  when  the  grace  of  regen- 
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eralioii  is  l)eing  received.  It  is  only  sii1)cliied. 
The  cliildieii  of  Ood  are  trou])led  with  sj^ronls 
from  this  old  root.  They  have  to  keep  them 
down  by  watching-,  praying,  and  trusting  (lod 
with  all  the  heart.  The  true,  faithful  Christian 
abides  in  victory.  He  has  power  to  keep  down 
these  roots  of  bitterness,  and  when  he  uses  the 
grace  of  God  he  is  more  than  conrpieror  through 
Him. 

The  unfaithful  Christian  is  overcome  by  it, 
and  his  life  is  one  of  sinning  and  repenting. 
Many  yield  to  the  root  of  bitterness  and  do  not 
repent.  They  have  a  name  to  live  and  are 
dead.  "These  are  spots  in  your  feasts  of 
charity,  when  they  feast  with  you,  feedir;g  them- 
selves without  fear ;  clouds  the}'  are  without 
water,  carried  about  of  winds  ;  trees  whose 
fruit  withereth,  without  fruit :  twice  dead, 
plucked  up  by  the  rocts."     Jude   12. 

Most  of  the  children  of  God  /cz/otc  and  are 
willing  to  ad.iiit  that  there  is  in  man,  after  the 
work  of  regeneration  is  wrought,  a  spirit 
which  is  contrary  to  love.  Some  do  not  like 
the  term  inbred  sin.  Many,  theologians  have 
called  the    inherited    depravity    that   was  trans- 
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mitted  from  Adnni  to  his  posterity  "Original 
Sin."  Mr.  Wesley  sometimes  called  it  "Inbred 
Sin"  because  it  is  co-existent  with  our  ])irth. 
It  is  not  what  wc  ])econie  by  circumstances  or 
actual  transgression,  l^ut  what  we  are  by  the 
fall.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  has  not 
been  understood  because  it  has  not  been  cor- 
rectly defined.  Original  sin  is  the  depraved, 
corrupt  state  of  Adam's  heart,  resulting  from 
the  loss  of  original  righteousness.  Inbred  sin 
is  the  depravity  of  heart  which  has  been  trans- 
mitted from  Adam  to  his  posterity.  When  we 
find  clearer  definitions  than  these  that  will  be 
more  expressive,  we  will  very  w'illingly  make 
use  of  them.  Deliverance  from  this  inherited 
monster  is  of  more  vital  importance  than  the 
name  tliat  we  may  call  it.  A  deep  conviction 
that  it  remains  in  the  heart  that  has  been  re- 
generated, and  must  be  tolall}'  destroyed  to  give 
a  fitness  for  the  New  Jerusalem  is  an  absolute 
necessity.  Those  who  are  onl}-  slighth'  con- 
vinced of  the  presence  of  this  evil  root  will 
not  be  saved  from  it.  The  conviction  must  be 
deeper  than  that    which    is    experienced    before 
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regeneration.  Repentance  is  necessary.  Men 
may  believe  that  sin  is  totally  removed,  bnt 
to  their  sorrow  they  will  discover  that  it  is  not, 
unless  they  deeply  repent  of  it.  ' '  Godly  sorrow 
worketh  repentance  to  salvation  not  to  be  re- 
pented of."     2  Cor.  7:    10. 

There  are  some  who  say  that  they  were  en- 
tirely sanctified  when  they  were  regenerated. 
They  declare  that  inherited  depravity  was  de- 
stroyed when  their  actual  sins  were  washed 
away.  The  difficulty  with  us  is  here  :  They 
never  say  so  until  they  are  in  company  with 
those  who  profess  to  have  received  entire  sanc- 
tification  as  a  separate,  distinct  work  of  grace, 
some  time  after  they  were  regenerated.  It 
takes  a  revival  on  the  line  of  the  second  work 
of  grace  to  stir  them  up  sufficiently  to  tell 
their  supposed  experience.  Some  of  them  are 
ministers  of  the  Gospel  and  they  never  seem 
to  have  grace  enough  to  preach  it.  It  is  a 
dead  letter.  They  seem  to  have  no  use  for  it 
only  to  use  it  against  the  teaching  of  a  second 
work  of  grace.  The  majority  of  the  members 
under    their   charge  do  not  even  control  inbred 
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sin,  and  they  give  them  the  sacrament  and  the 
highest  offices  in  the  church.  Why  do  they 
not  preach  it  to  their  congregations  in  revival 
services?  How  is  it  that  they  never  have  any 
conversions  of  that  stamp  under  their  preach- 
ing? It  is  true  that  they  make  converts.  They 
are  always  sure  of  those  who  have  backslidden 
in  heart  and  have  retained  their  standing  in 
the  church,  who  have  neither  grace  nor  princi- 
ple enough  to  acknowledge  that  they  are  fallen 
believers. 

It  is  very  soothing  to  these  carnal  members 
of  the  church,  when  their  carnality  is  stirred 
up,  for  their  pastors  to  tell  them  that  they  re- 
ceived all  at  conversion,  that  there  is  nothing 
more,  that  what  they  feel  as  carnality  is  o  ily 
temptation.  They  have  no  trouble  making  con- 
verts of  this  class.  They  are  relieved  not  on ly 
from  the  necessity  of  seeking  salvation  from 
inbred  sin,  but  also  from  seeking  restoration 
from  backsliding.  They  become  Antinomians 
of  the  rankest  type.  They  are  ready  at  once 
to  call  the  professors  of  holiness  enthusiasts, 
fanatics  or  extremists.       The    immediate  result 


90 


ORKIINAI,    AND    INHKl-:!)   SIN. 


is  a  division  in  Llie  church.  Those  who  are 
aggressive  in  teaching  and  preaching  the  second 
W(nk  of  grace  are  l)lanied  for  causing  a  division 
in  the  church.  In  every  case  it  is  those  who 
plead  for  sin  that  divide  the  cause  of  God. 
When  they  aave  effected  their  purpose,  they  try 
to  justify  themselves  in  their  carnality  by  de- 
claring that  holiness  people  divide  the    church. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  .say  that  God  lorgives 
actual  sin  and  cleanses  away  inbred  sin.  The 
sinner  who  is  forgiven  is  cleansed  from  all  the 
defilement  of  actual  sin.  Inbred  sin  cleaves 
to  the  th(niglits  and  actions  of  those  who  are 
born  of  God,  so  that  they  feel  that  they  de- 
serve to  be  punished  for  their  lack  of  love  and 
slothfulness  in  His  service.  Conviction  and  re- 
pentance of  nibred  sin  is  deeper  and  more  pun- 
gent than  for  actual  sin.  When  it  is  a  godly 
sorrow  He  forgives  and  cleanses  away  inbred 
sin.  It  is  those  who  approach  God  with  the 
deepest  humility,  asking  for  forgiveness  for 
inbred  sin,  who  enter  into  the  experience  of 
perfect  love  most  readily.  The  most  holy  ask 
for  forgiveness  for  sins  of  ignorance  and  errors 
in  judgment. 
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Most  Christians  arc  williiij^  to  achnit  that 
(i()(l  is  al)k'  to  save  from  inbred  sin.  The\'  do 
not  like  to  say  tliat  He  is  not  willing;  to  do  it, 
and  yet  they  act  as  if  He  were  not.  We  wonld 
not  dare  to  limit  the  Holy  One,  He  can  save 
from  all  sin  and  preserve  uuto  His  coming. 
He  who  made  the  souls  ol  men  should  be  al)le 
to  save  them  from  all  sin.  He  who  created  a 
universe  and  redeemed  a  lost  race  is  a1)undantly 
a1)le  to  cleanse  from  all  unri<;hteousness.  A 
thought  to  the  contrary  would  be  a  ])osilive 
denial  of  the  divinity  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Some  will  allow  that  He  is  a1)le  but  not  wil- 
ling. This  is  a  reflection  upon  His  character. 
If  He  is  not  willing  to  save  His  people  to  the 
uttermost,  then  He  is  willing  for  it  to  remain 
in  His  people.  This  is  a  reflection  on  the 
holiness  of  Jesus.  "If  I  regard  iniquity  in 
ni}'  heart,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  me."  — 
Psalm  66  :   18. 

This  inherited  depravity  is  the  ])rimal  cause 
of  our  trangressions.  It  is  the  fountain  from 
whence  flow  all  unholy  actions.  It  is  not 
these  unholy  actions  or  m'/  one  of   them.       It 
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is  unrighteousness.  It  is  the  sin  from  which 
the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  His  Son,  cleanseth. 
John  the  Baptist  referred  to  it  as  different  from 
actual  sin  when  he  cried  :  * '  Behold  the  lyamb 
of  God  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world. '  * 
John  i:  29.  It  is  "the  body  of  sin,"  "our 
old  man,"  "  root  of  bitterness,"  "  the  carnal 
mind, "  "an  evil  heart  of  unbelief. ' '  The 
distruction  of  this  root  of  sin  in  the  heart  is 
the  crowning  excellency  of  the  work  of  Jesus 
in  saving  sinners. 

Redemption  is  not  completed  until  sin  is 
totally  destroyed  in  the  soul  and  the  forfeited 
image  of  God  is  stamped  upon  the  heart  by  the 
Holy  Ghost.  ' '  Renewed  in  knowledge  after 
the  image  of  Him  that  created  him."-Col.  3:  10. 

There  is  full  redemption  from  the  root  of 
sin.  It  is  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  —  the 
blood-bought  privilege  of  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  the  lyord  God.  God  has  designed  to  de- 
stroy the  root  lest  it  should  spring  up  and 
many  be  defiled  by  it.  He  annihilates  all  un- 
holy tendencies  when  they  are  repented  of  and 
abhorred,     He  destroys  all  the  unholy  tendencies 
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of  the  heart.     The  roots  of  bitterness  are  to  be 
destroyed,   and    nothing   left  to   defile.      -  I^est 
^    there  should  be  among  you  a  root  that  beareth 
gall  and  wormwood. ' '  —  Deut.  29:18        "  Ust 
any  root  of  bitterness  springing  up  trouble  you, 
and  thereby    may    be    defiled.  "-Heb.  12  :   15. 
It   is    the    will  of  God  that  all  His  children 
should   seek    redemption    from  this  root  of  bit- 
terness.-Jesus  -is  made  unto  us  wisdom  and 
righteousness,    and   sanctificaticn   and   redemp- 
tion."—! Cor.  I  :  30. 

Deep    conviction    of    inbred  sin,    evangelical 
repentance,  and  the  full  assurance  of  faith,    are 
the    indispensable     requisites    in    seeking '  this 
full  redemption.     Those  who  believe  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus  will  repent  of  this  root  of  bit- 
terness in  their  nature.     They  will  cry  to  God 
for  deliverance.     By  faith  they  will  plunge  into 
the  fountain  of  cleansing.     The  blood  will  wash 
away    all    the   defilement   of  the   flesh  and  the 
spirit.       Perfect    love    will    drive  out    all   fear. 
The  Holy  Ghost  will   seal  unto  the  day  of  re- 
demption.    -After    that  ye  believed,    ye    were 
sealed   with    that   holy   spirit    of    promise."- 
Bph,  I  ;    13. 
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.  Those    who  are   saved    from    inbred    sin    are 
grieved  when  they  see  their  brethren  and  sisters 
in    Christ    conformed   to    the   world    in    dress. 
Feathers,  flowers,  lace,  gold  and  everything  more 
than  plainness  are  bad  taste.       They    are    both 
a    sign    and    a  fruit    of  pride.     Some    say  that 
they  never  think  of  what  they  wear.     We  think 
they  do  when  they  are  in  the   millinery    shops 
and  the  gents'  furnishing  rooms.      Jesus  says  : 
"If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny 
himself  and  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  INIe." 
Matt.    i6  :   24.        "In    like    manner    also,     that 
women    adorn    themselves    in    modest    apparel, 
with    shamefacedness    and    sobriety ;    not    with 
braided  hair,  or  gold,  or  pearls,  or  costly  array; 
but  (which  becometh  women    professing  godli- 
ness) with  good  works."— I  Tim.  2  :  9-10. 
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CHAPTKR  XIV. 
INBRED  SIN  REMOVED  IN  THIS  WORLD. 

There    is    a    unity    of   thought,    feeling,    and 
expression  that  inbred  sin  cannot  enter  heaven. 
When    and    where    it  is  destroyed  is  the  point 
of  divergence.       The    Roman    Cathohc   says   in 
purgatory.       Modern    professors,   who  are  more 
secular   than    sacred,    say    we  cannot  tell  what 
takes  place  between  death  and  judgment.     We 
presume    that    they    have   a  secret  wish  to  die 
soon   lest  Jesus  should  come  and  find  them  in 
carnality.     According  to  this  theory  those   who 
have  been  dead  for  some    time    stand    a    much 
better  chance  than  the  Christians  who    are    liv- 
ing   when    Jesus   comes    to   judge    the    world. 
The  sooner  Christians  would  die  the  better,  to 
have    the    advantage    of  the    second  probation. 
This  diabolical  delusion  is  being  secretly  advo- 
cated by  the  opponents  of  the  second   work  of 
grace, 
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Some    believe    and    teach    that   the    total  de- 
struction of  sin  is  effected   by    growth.      They 
should   tell    us  how  long  it  v/ill  take  and  how 
much    we    must    grow    to   be  fully  redeemed. 
We    think    that    growth    does   not  change  the 
nature  of  things.     We  consider  that  those  who 
live  a  long  time  after  they  have  been  converted 
have    a    chance    to   be  holy  if  it  is  by  growth. 
Those  who  die  soon  after  they  have  been  con- 
verted must  of  necessity  be  lost,   because  they 
have  no  time  to  grow.     This  supposes  that  we 
may   do    in  time   what  Jesus  cannot  do  for  us. 
It    must   be    that   they  think  that  Jesus  is  not 
able    to   do   it ;    they    would    certainly   not  say 
that  Jesus  was  not  wilHng  to  save  His    people 
from  all  sin.       "  The    carnal    mind    is    enmity 
against      God;      for      it      is     not     subject     to 
the    law    of  God,     neither    indeed   can     be."— 
Rom.  8:7. 

Others  teach  positively  that  Christian  perfec- 
tion is  obtained  by  works.  We  think  that  in 
this  way  some  have  a  very  decided  advantage. 
Healthy  people  can  do  more  than  those  who 
are   sick.     Strong,    rugged    people,    who    have 
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many  advantages  and  can  do  much  work  may 
reach  the  blessed  experience  of  perfect  love,  if 
it  is  obtained  by  works.  Those  who  are  weak 
and  sickly,  with  very  few  opportunities  for 
working,  will  have  to  die  without  the  experience. 

Another  class  teach  that  it  cannot  be  ex- 
perienced until  death.  Death  is  going  to  do 
lor  them  what  Jesus  never  did.  Death,  their 
last  enemy,   is  going  to  be  their  best   friend. 

The  clear  Bible  teaching  is  that  salvation  is 
by  faith.  We  are  not  made  holy  by  purgatory, 
by  a  second  probation,  by  growth,  by  works, 
or  by  death.  "By  grace  are  ye  saved  through 
faith  ;  and  thai  not  of  yourselves  :  it  is  the 
gift  of  God  ;  not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should 
boast."  It  is  according  to  our  faith.  By  faith 
it  is  received.  The  approach  is  by  repentence. 
This  is  where  the  trouble  commences.  It  is 
hard  for  carnality  to  submit  to  repentence.  It 
means  a  willingness  to  die.  Men  will  sub- 
stitute other  things.  They  are  unwilling  to  die 
with  Jesus.  Proud,  selfish,  self-willed  Adam- 
nature  has  come  all  the  way  from  the  fall,  and 
refuses    to    be    slain    as    the    monster   within. 
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The  acceptation  of  grov/th,  works,  or  a  second 
probation  is  a  relief  from  repentance  toward 
God  and  faith  in  the  I^ord  Jesus  Christ. 
Those  who  repent  of  inbred  sin  and  beheve 
in  Jesus  Christ  for  full  redemption,  experience 
the  total  death  of  sin  and  the  entire  renewal 
in  the  love  and  image  of  God.  Those  who 
try  to  substitute  growth,  works,  etc.,  become 
spiritual  dwarfs  or  become  backsliders.  It 
cannot  be  otherwise.  The  command  of  God 
is  to  repent  and  believe  the  Gospel. 

The  refusal  to  repent  is  to  actually  breed 
doubt  and  unbelief  and  all  forms  of  inward  sin. 
It  is  the  consent  of  the  will  given  for  sin  to 
remain.  It  is  to  harbor  the  foul  monster  with- 
in. It  is  a  surrender  of  our  freedom  in  Jesus 
Christ.  It  is  to  break  the  covenant  that  we 
made  on  oui  knees  when  seeking  regeneration. 
The  sinner  who  finds  the  pardoning  love  and 
favor  of  God  must  first  turn  from  all  sin  to  all 
holiness.  He  turns  from  everything  to  Jesus, 
and  approaches  God  through  Jesus  Christ. 
The  blood  is  h's  only  plea.  Those  who  seek 
salvation    froin    inbred    sin    in    any   other  way 
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have  lost  sight  of  the  plan  of  salvation.     Salva- 
tion   from    inbred    sin    is    fonnd    only  by  those 
who  penitently  seek  this  full  redemption  through 
the  atoning  blood  of  Jesus.      The  merit    is    in 
the  blood.      The   blood   cleanses    from    all  sin. 
The    Spirit   seals    unto   the   day  of  redemption. 
The  [Epistles    were    written     to     Christians 
and  not  to  sinners.     They   are  for  the  purpose 
of  revealing  to  the  children  of  God  the  sin   of 
their  hearts.      They   are    all   addressed    to   the 
Churches  for  that   purpose.      They    disclose    to 
the  children  of  God  their  sin  and  God's  perfect 
remedy.     The  commands  are  clear  and  strong : 
"Be  ye  holy."— i  Peter  i  :    16.      "  Be  perfect.  " 
—  2  Cor.  13  :    II.      The  children  of  God  are  to 
cleanse    themselves    from    all    the    fiithirx...,;s    of 
the  flesh  and  the  spirit,   perfecting   holiness    in 
the  fear  of  God.  -2  Cor.  7:1.     The  thousands 
of  promises    in    the  Epistles    are    given    to  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  God.      Many  of  them  are 
given  to  assure  directly  of  redemption  from  in- 
bred sin.      "  If  we  confess  our  sins,  He  is  faith- 
ful   and  just   to  forgive    us    our    sins,     and   to 
cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness,"-:  John  1:9 
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' '  Herein  is  our  love  made  perfect,  that  we 
may  have  boldne.ss  in  the  day  of  judgment : 
because  as  he  is,  .so  are  we  in  this  world." — 
I  John  4:17. 


CHAPTKR  XV. 
DRESS. 

There  is  a  diversity  of  opinion  on  what  Chris- 
tian people   should  wear.     There  should  not  be 
any  difference  of  opinion  among  Methodists  on 
this  point.     Our  doctrine  is  clear.     Mr.  Wesley 
did  not  fail  to  leave  to  his  children  this  matter 
clearly  defined.     The  General  Conferences  have 
made  it  obligatory  for   Mr.    Wesley's   thoughts 
on  dress  to  be  read  in  all  Methodist   congrega- 
tions once  each  year.     We  think  that  the  people 
are   not   to   blame.     We   are  confident  that  the 
ministry  has  not  discharged  its  duty  in  this  im- 
portant matter.     Some   of  our   brethren  do  not 
read  them.     Others    have    the    audacity    to   re- 
buke   those  that   do   their   duty   to  our  people. 
There  are  some  in  the  ministry  whose  example 
is  directly  contrary  to  our  doctrine   and   discip- 
line.    It   is    lamentable    when   a   minister    will 
break   in    his   official   capacity   one  of  the  rules 


I02 


ORIOINAI.   AND    INHRKD   SIN. 


:i  iflffi 


he  promised  to  observe  when  received  on  trial 
for  membership  in  the  Methodist  Church, 
namely,  "the  putting  on  of  gold  or  costly 
apparel." 

It  may  be  said  by  some  that  the  thoughts  on 
dress  are  to  be  read  only  "where  such  coun- 
sels seem  to  be  needed."  Those  who  will  read 
the  thoughts  will  know  at  once  that  such 
counsel  is  needed  in  all  the  congregations  of 
Methodism.  The  trouble  is,  the  thoughts  are 
not  read  in  either  our  studies  or  pulpits. 

Mr.  Wesley's  notes  o'l  the  New  Testament 
with  his  first  volume  of  sermons,  is  our  stan- 
dard doctritie.  In  his  note  on  i  Tim.  2  :  9,  he 
says  :  "Not  with  curled  hair,  not  with  gold, 
worn  by  way  of  ornament ;  not  with  pearls  — 
jewels  of  any  kind  :  a  part  is  put  for  the  whole. 
Not  with  costly  rdiment.  These  four  are  ex- 
pressly forbidden  by  name  to  all  women  (here 
is  no  exception)  professing  godliness,  and  no 
art  of  man  can  reconcile  with  the  Christian 
profession  the  wilful  violation  of  an  express 
command. ' ' 

In    his    note    on    i    Peter    3  :   3,  4,  he  says : 
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Verse  3.       ••Three   things    are    here   expressly 
forbidden  :  curling   the    hair,   wearing  gold    (by 
way  of  ornament),  and  putting  on  costly  or  gay 
apparel.      These,    therefore,   ought  never  to  be 
allowed,  much    less    defended,     by    Christians. 
Verse  4.       'The    hidden    man    of  the  heart '  — 
complete  inward  holiness,  which  implies  a  meek 
and  quiet  spirit.     A  meek  spirit  gives  no  trouble 
willingly     to     any;     a     quiet    spirit    bears    all 
wrongs  without  being  troubled.       In  the  sight 
of  God,  who  looks  at  the  heart,    all  superfluity 
of  dress    contributes    more    to  pride  and  anger 
than  is  generally  supposed.     The  apostle  seems 
to  have  his  eye  to  this  by   substituting    meek- 
ness   and   quietness    in    the    room  of  the  orna- 
ments   he    forbids.       'I    do    not    regard    these 
things,'  is  often  said  by  those  whose  hearts  are 
wrapped   up  in  them  ;  but  offer    to    take    them 
away,    and    you    touch    the    very    idol   of  their 
soul.      Some,  indeed,  only    dress  elegantly  that 
they  may  be  looked  on  ;   that  is,  they  squander 
away  their  I^ord's  talent  to  gain    applause,    thus 
making    sin    to   beget    sin,  and  then  plead  one 
in  excuse  of  the  other. '^ 
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In  our  standards,  the  duty  and  the  privilege 
of  the  sons  of  Methodism  is,  as  we  have  seen, 
clearly    defined.     The    essential    thing    is    that 
our  doctrines    should  be  preached  and  our  dis- 
cipline enforced.     We   pray   that   there   my   be 
a   spirit   of  loyalty  to   our   doctrinal   standards, 
and  that  our  disciplines  may  be  duly  enforced. 
There     never    was    a    time    in    the    history    of 
Methodism   when   there  was  such  need  for  un- 
compromising loyalty  to  our  standards  as  there 
is    at    present.     The    close    preaching    of    our 
standard    doctrines    and    the    faithful   enforcing 
and  observing  of  our  disciplines  is  the  bond  of 
union  among  ourselves. 


CHAPTKR  XVI. 
ORNAMENTATION. 


It  is  not  so  much  the  coat,   the  dress,  or  the 
hat  as  it  is  the  style  and  the  amount   of  trim- 
ming used.     It  is  something  more  than  what  is 
necessary.     It  is  the  cutting,  goring,  puckering, 
and   trimming    that    has    become  so  excessive. 
It  is  the  latest  style,  the  last  cut  —the  devil's 
masterpiece.      It   is  painful  to  see  the   children 
of  God  caught  in    the    devil's    latest   trap.       If 
we  want  to  see  the  latest  style ,  in  blazing  colors, 
in  plumes  and  feathers,    in  lace  and  ruffles,    in 
silks    and    satins,   in    kids  and  glasses,  in  gold 
and    diamonds,    we    may   go  to    the  Methodist 
Church:— the    minister   in  the  pulpit  with  his 
gold  watch  and    chain,   buttons  and  studs,  and 
his    wife    dressed    up    in    the    very  latest  from 
Paris;  the  officials  of  the   church    trimmed   up 
in  all  the  pomp  and  vanity  of  this  proud    age, 
and    their    wives   as  if  they  had  slipped  out  of 
the  band-box. 
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God  called  the  children  of  Israel  a  stiff-neck- 
ed people,  and  would  not  go  up  with  them  to 
the  ^promised  land  until  they  stripped  them- 
selves of  their  ornaments.  They  entered  the 
stripping  room  at  Mount  Horeb  and  took  off 
their  ornaments.  In  this  nineteenth  century  of 
the  Gospel  dispensation,  we  hear  people  say 
that  they  have  reached  the  land  of  corn  and 
wine,  that  they  are  where  the  milk  and  honey 
flow,  and  some  say  that  they  have  reached 
Pisgah's  top ;  and  yet  they  have  never  discov- 
ered the  stripping-room  down  at  Mount  Horeb. 
They  profess  to  have  crossed  the  Jordan  ;  they 
appear  to  be  down  about  the  border  of  the 
Red  Sea. 

Many  say  that  they  are  not  worshipping  their 
ornaments.  It  is  easy  to  understand  that  their 
affections  were  placed  on  them  when  they  pur- 
chased them.  .It  is  very  apparent  when  we 
attempt  to  take  them  away  from  them,  that 
they  are  the  idols  of  their  hearts.  It  is  useless 
to  attempt  to  take  them  away  until  the  pride 
of  the  heart  is  destroyed.  Pride  covets  these 
things,  and  when  it  is  destroyed  there  will    be 
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a  perfect  hatred  to  them.  There  is  no  use  in 
the  children  of  God  professing  to  be  saved 
from  sin  while  they  are  ornamented. 

Ornamentation  is  the  blood  of  the  poor,    the 
bread  of  the    hungry,   and  the    clothing  of  the 
naked.      It    gives    the    lie   to   our  profession  of 
religion.       We    say    that  we  have  given  up  all 
for  Jesus,  that  we  have  denied  ourselves  of  all 
ungodHness  and  worldly  lusts,  and  that  we  are 
not    conformed    to    the     world.        The    sinner 
listens  to  our  profession,  and  then  looks  at  our 
gold    rings,    watches,    guards,    and    our    silks, 
satins,    lace,    finery,    flowers    and    feathers,   and 
concludes  that  there  is  nothing  in  religion. 

Ornamentation    is    contrary   to  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  our  holy  religion.     The  first  principle 
of  religion    is    self-denial.      Jesus    says :      "If 
any    man    will  be   my    disciple,    let    him    deny 
himself  and  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  me." 
Those    who    commence   a  religious  life  without 
stepping  on  the  plank  of  self-denial  are  always 
trying  to  get  right  with  God,  and  never  succeed. 
Ornamentation  generates  pride,  anger,  and  all 
lusts  of  the  spirit.     It  is  a  sign  as  well  as  the 
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fruit  of  pride.     It   makes   humility   impossible, 
and  is  one  of  the  chief  causes   of  backsliding. 

Ornamentation  closes  the  doors  of  our  churches 
against  the  poor,  who  are  not  able  to  live  up 
to  the  latest  styles.  The  rich  in  this  way  are 
guilty  of  the  blood  of  the  poor. 

Ornamentation  is  the  violation  of  the  plain 
teaching  of  God's  Word  and  the  disciplines  of 
the  Methodist  Churches. 

Ornamentation  is  the  external  evidence  of  the 
empty  vaporings  of  a  proud  heart. 

Ornamentation  is  one  of  the  visible  expres- 
sions of  a  backslidden  Church. 


CHAPTKR  XVII. 


CRUCIFIXION. 

This  is  a  vital  theme.  There  are  not  many 
sermons  preached  on  it.  Most  Christian  people 
have  no  proper  conception  of  it.  Some  know 
nothing  about  it  in  relation  to  their  rehgious 
experiences.  Most  people  wait  to  be  taught. 
They  do  not  seek  for  Bible  truth.  When  they 
are  not  instructed  they  remain  in  ignorance  of 
this  gospel  teaching,  which  should  have  the 
first  place  in  their  religious  meditations. 

The  regenerated  are  crucified.  The  children 
of  God  need  not  seek  hoHness  to  crucify  the 
"  old  man."  He  is  crucified  from  the  moment 
the  work  of  regeneration  is  wrought.  He  is 
then  nailed  to  the  cross.  Those  who  retain  the 
grace  of  regeneration  keep  him  nailed  to  the 
cross.  His  total  death  is  effected  by  the  work 
of  entire  sanctification.  It  is  driving  the  spear 
to  his  heart.       It  is  to  know  that  he  is  totally 
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dead.  The  pain  ot  death  is  felt  while  the  be- 
lieving child  of  God  is  repenting  of  the  presence 
of  the  monster  within.  Let  none  hope  for  this 
full  deliverance  until  they  are  humbled  and  are 
truly  repenting  of  inbred  sin. 

Some  have  taught  that  crucifixion  commences 
when  the  children  of  God  have  learned  that  it 
is  their  privilege  to  be  entirely  sanctified. 
They  have  taught  that  the  ' '  old  man  ' '  is  then 
nailed  to  the  cross  with  the  affection  and 
lusts.  This  is  an  admission  and  a  declaration 
that  the  "old  man"  has  been  having  his  own 
way,  if  not  completely  controlling  the  children 
of  God.  This  is  dangerous  teaching.  It  gives 
license  to  people  to  sin  and  call  themselves  the 
children  of  God.  The  opposers  of  holiness  as 
a  second  work  of  grace  may  truthfully  say 
that  the  standard  of  regeneration  is  so  lowered 
by  such  teachers  that  there  is  nothing  in  it. 

Others  teach  that  the  soul  may  be  regener- 
ated and  entirely  sanctified  without  the  cruci- 
fixion of  the  ' '  old  man ' '  and  the  affections 
and  lusts.  Their  teaching  is  that  the  children 
of  God  get  willing  to  do  what  God  requires  of 
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them  and  when  they  do  that  they  are  entirely 
sanctified.  The  result  of  such  teaching  is  that 
hundreds  of  people  are  professing  entire  sanc- 
tification  when  they  are  not  regenerated.  This 
is  a  deplorable  state  of  things.  The  doctrine 
of  entire  sanctification  has  to  suffer  for  this 
teaching. 

"The    truth    is    the    "old  man  "    is    crucified 
when    the    soul    is    regenerated.       The    carnal 
affections  are  nailed  to  the  cross.     The  children 
of   God    reckon    themselves    to   be  dead  indeed 
unto    sin,    and   alive    unto    God  through  Jesus 
Christ    our    I,ord.       They    do    not    yield  their 
members  as  servants    of    unrighteousness,    but 
they     do     yield     themselves      unto      God     as 
those  who  are  alive  from  the  dead.      They  are 
led  by  the    Spirit    into    all    the    truth.       They 
walk    before    God    in    all    meekness    and   long 
suffering.     They  are  ready  to  suffer  and  die    if 
need  be  with  Jesus.     The  will  of  God,    so    far 
as  they  know  it,  is  absolute  law.     They  would 
rather  die  than  sin  against  God.       That  which 
will  bring  glory  to   Jesus    they  will  do  if  they 
should  die  in  the  attempt. 
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The  regenerated  are  so  crucified  that  they  do 
not  get  angry.  They  cannot  be  induced  to 
show  an  irritable  spirit.  The  "old  man"  is 
nailed  to  the  cross  and  by  faith  he  is  kept 
there.  The  soul  that  is  born  of  God  is  not 
under  any  diabolical  influence.  The  Spirit 
rules  and  governs  every  faculty  of  the  soul  in 
the  midst  of  all  temptation  and  persecution.  The 
Grace  of  God  is  sufficient  for  those  who  have 
it.  They  do  not  get  angry,  but  they  are  more 
than  conquerors  through  Him  who  hath  loved 
them.  They  will  feel  an  inward  tendency 
toward  anger  when  tempted  and  tried,  but 
they  do  not  let  it  rise.  . 

The  regenerated  have  power  to  do  every  duty 
in  spite  of  all  tendencies  toward  fear.  They 
overcome  their  fears.  They  bear  every  cross 
and  are  inspired  with  might  to  walk  in  the 
presence  of  God.  They  are  not  afraid  of  the 
world  or  diabolical  agencies.  They  feel  strong 
tendencies  toward  fear  in  their  hearts,  but  they 
do  not  allow  them  to  rise.  They  repress  and 
overcome  fear  by    the    grace    of    God,   through 

the  direct  operation  of  the  Spirit, 
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Those  who  are  born  of  God  are  not  selfish, 
proud,  or  under  any  sinful  tendency.     They  are 
under  grace.       They  are  kept  by  the  power  of 
God  through  faith.     The  Spirit  of  God  remains 
in  the    hearts    of   the    regenerated    and    guides 
them  into  all  the    truth.       Entire  sanctification 
totally    destroys    all  the  evil  tendencies  of  the 
heart.     Those  who  are  living  in  the  experience 
of  entire  sanctification  never  feel  any   tendency 
toward    anger,    pnde.    fear,     selfishness,    envy, 
jealousy,    malice,    fault-finding    or    murmuring. 
They  are    full    of  love.      They    are    all    love. 
They  love  God  with  all  the  heart,    mind,  soul 
and  strength,  and  they  love  their  neighbors  as 
themselves.     The    carnal   mind    being   entirely 
destroyed  is  never  felt.       The    soul   is  kept  in 
perfect  peace  amidst  every  storm  and  attack   of 
the  enemy.     The  persecution  that  they  may  have 
to  endure  will  not  make  them  sour  or  discourage 
them  in  the  service  of  the    I,ord.       They    will 
be    kept   in  great  peace,    and  will  not  take  of- 
fence   when    enemies    oppose    and    say  unkind 
things. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 


ENTIRE  SANCTIFICATION. 


The  Apostle  prayed  that  the  very  God  of 
peace  Himself  might  sanctify  His  children 
wholly  and  preserve  them  blameless.  They 
were  first  to  be  sanctified  wholly  and  then 
preserved  in  that  state  of  holiness.  The  change 
is  wrought  instantaneously,  and  the  gradual 
work  of  preservation  to  be  carried  on  unto  the 
coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The  as- 
surance connected:  —  "Faithful  is  he  that  cal- 
leth  you  who  also  will  do  it." — i  Thes.  5:  23-24. 

Negatively  entire  sanctification  is  the  com- 
plete destruction  of  the  being  of  sin.  It  is  total 
annihilation.  The  root  from  whence  springs 
anger,  pride,  fear,  selfishness,  envy,  jealousy, 
malice,  bickering,  fault-finding,  murmuring, 
grumbling,  growling,  whining,  etc.^  is  destroyed 
and  removed.  The  man  of  sin  being  destroy- 
ed he  is  cast  put^  and  th§   place   is   thoroughly 
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purged  from  the  stench  of  his  habitation.     The 
Holy  Ghost  applies  the  word,  which  is  sharper 
than  a  two-edged  sword.       It   divides  asunder. 
It  enters  the  joints  and  marrow.     The  inherited 
depravity    which    is  ingrained  in  the  nature  is 
purged  out  and  washed  away  by  the  cleansing 
blood.     This  is  the  cleansing  of  the  l^lood  that 
was  not  cleansed.     The  whole  soul  is  made  as 
clean  as  it  is  possible  for  it  to  ever  be.       It  is 
whiter  than  snow.       "Purge    me  with  hyssop, 
and  I  shall  be  clean  ;   wash  me,  and  I  shall  be 
whiter  than  snow."— Psalm  51,  7.      "That  He 
might  present  it  to  Himself  a  glorious  church, 
not  having  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing, 
but  that  it  should  be  holy  and  without  blemish." 
— Eph.  5  :   27. 

This  total  death  cannot  be  effected  by  the 
Spirit  until  every  sin  is  repented  of  in  the 
Bible  sense.  The  whole  weight  and  depth  of 
the  depraved  nature  must  be  seen  and  felt 
until  it  becomes  intolerable.  The  death  throes 
must  be  felt  and  endured.  Those  who  repent 
of  the  whole  depth  of  their  depravity,  may  hope 
for  a  total  death,  for  perfect  deliverance.     This 
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seems  like  a  hard  process.  It  may  be  effected 
in  a  moment.  When  the  snrrender  is  complete 
and  the  Holy  Ghost  has  given  a  perfect  vision 
of  inward  corruption,  self  is  abhorred  and  hated. 
Those  who  reach  this  point  could  not  live  with- 
out the  entire  change.  "Woe  is  me  !  for  I  am 
undone :  because  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips, 
and  I  dwell  in  the  midst  of  a  people  of  unclean 
lips  :  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  the  King,  the 
I^ord  of  hosts." — Isaiah  6:5. 

This  freedom  from  sin  is  obtaijicd  and  fctaincd 
by  faith.  There  will  not  be  any  more  motions 
of  evil  in  the  heart  ;  under  the  most  severe 
temptation  and  provocation  there  will  be  a 
calmness  as  serene  as  the  balmy  air  of  heaven. 
The  entire  renewal  of  the  soul  in  love  and  in 
the  image  of  God  is  utterly  impossible  until 
the  soul  has  fully  submitted  and  has  repented 
of  inbred  sin.  The  modern  teaching  of  the 
doctrine  of  salvation  from  all  sin  excludes  the 
necessity  of  repentence  and  thereby  deceives 
the  honest  seeker  of  full  redemption.  A^l 
Christian  people  need  clear,  strong,  definite 
teaching  in  order  to  seek  and  find  the  positive, 
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definite  experience  of  entire  sanctification.     "Ye 
were    made    sorry    after    a    godly    manner."-^ 
7:  9. 


2  Cor. 


Positively,  entire  sanctification  is  the   perfect 
fulness    of  the   fruit   of  the   vSpirit.     It  is   the 
perfection    of  peace    that    will  not  take  offence. 
It  flows  hke  a  river.     It  keeps    the    heart   and 
mind.     It  is  joy  which  is  unspeakable  and  full 
of  glory.     It  is    love   that   suffereth    long,    that 
envieth    not,    that  is  not  puffed  up,  that  is  not 
provoked  and  thinketh  no  evil,  that  beareth,  be- 
lieveth,    hopeth,    and   endureth   all   things' and 
never  faileth.     It  is  the  fulness  of  long  suffer- 
ing, goodness,  meekness,  temperance,  and  faith. 
It    is   a   faith    that   never   wavers.     It   satisfies 
every  longing  and  developes  every  faculty.     It 
is    a    supernatural    discovery    of    the  glory   of 
God.      It   is   an   ineffable    converse   with   God, 
face  to  face. 

The  change  by  which  the  soul  is  brought 
into  this  state  is  entire  sanctification.  (The 
experience  is  properly  called  holiness.)  Holi- 
ness is  the  result  of  the  work  of  entire  sancti- 
fication.    It   is    the   repose   of  the   soul   in   the 
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fulness  of  love,  joy,  peace,  long-suffering,  good- 
ness, meekness,  temperance,  faith,  etc.  It  is 
loving  God  with  all  the  heart,  mind,  soul  and 
strength,  and  loving  our  neighbors  as  ourselves. 
Some  do  not  know  whether  they  are  in  or  out 
of  the  body  when  God  reveals  this  glory  to 
their  souls.  It  is  supreme  ecstasy.  It  is  being 
swallowed  up  in  the  infinite.  The  half  has 
never  been  told.  It  will  take  eternity  to 
unfold  it. 

The  witness  of  the  Spirit  to  entire  sanctifi- 
cation  is  always  clear.  It  is  generally  more 
clear  than  the  witness  to  regeneration.  The 
direct  witness  of  the  Spirit  that  the  work  is 
wrought  is  the  privilege  of  all  who  seek  for 
full  redemption.  No  one  can  truthfully  say 
that  the  work  is  wrought  until  there  is  added 
this  testimony  of  the  Spirit.  When  the  Spirit 
entirely  sanctifies  the  soul,  He  gives  the  clear, 
unmistakable  evidence  that  sin  is  totally  de- 
stroyed, and  the  soul  is  entirely  renewed  in 
the  love  and  image  of  God.  "He  hath  per- 
fected forever  them  that  are  sanctified,  whereof 
the    Holy    Ghost  [is    a    witness  to  us." — Heb. 
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10:  14-15.  '«Now  we  have  received,  not  the 
spirit  of  the  world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of 
God;  that  we  might  know  the  things  that  are 
freely  given  to  us  of  God."— 2  Cor.  2  :   12. 

No  one  should  presume  to  say  that  they  are 
entirely    sanctified    until   they    have    the   direct 
witness  of  the  Spirit  to  their  entire   sanctifica- 
tion,  as    clear   as    to    their    regeneration.     This 
clear,  strong  testimony  of  the  Spirit  abides  with 
those    who   are    true    to   the   doctrine   and  ex- 
perience    of  entire    hoHness,     by    doing    every 
known  duty.     This  direct  witness  is  absolutely 
necessary.     There  will  be  with  it  perfect  peace. 
Joy    will    abound    like    the    waves    of  the  sea. 
The    love    of  God   which    was    shed  abroad  in 
the  heart  will  abide.     The  entire  nature  will  be 
delus:ed  with  the  glory  of  God.     The  soul  will 
soar  on  the    wings    of  love.      This    experience 
will  not  fluctuate.       It  will  abide.       Growth  in 
grace  will  be  rapid,    and  the  soul  will  expand. 
"Non-  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from 
falling,  and  to  present  you  faultless   before   the 
presence  of    His   glory  with  exceeding  joy."— 
Jude  24. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 
PERFECT  LOVE. 

It  is  possible  to  become  so  absorbed  with 
the  negative  side  of  the  great  salvation  as  to 
lose  sight  of  the  positive.  Rehgion  is  love. 
It  is  truthfully  said  that  there  is  nothing 
higher.  Perfect  religion  is  perfect  love.  The 
heaven  of  heavens  is  love.  God  is  love, 
"He  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God." 
It  drives  out,  and  keeps  out  fear.  The  fulness 
of  love  is  the  perfect  absence  of  all  sinful  de- 
sires, appetites  and  propensities.  I,ove  melts, 
moulds,  and  refines.  It  destroys  the  coarseness 
of  nature.  It  is  the  cord  which  binds  all  other 
graces  together.  It  is  the  ruHng  power  in 
heaven.  I,ove  controls,  fills  and  governs  all 
the  natural  capabilities  of  perfect  Christians. 
It  constrains  those  who  are  filled  with  it  to 
agonize  day  and  night  until  they  see  sinners 
coming  to  Jesus.     It  is  supreme  affection.      It 
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is  the  same  in  quality  as  was  in  the  heart  of 
Jesus.  The  whole  capacity  of  the  Christ  was 
filled  with  it.  A  Christian  is  perfect  in  love 
when  every  faculty  of  soul  and  mind,  are  full 
of  love.  It  is  being  sanctified  wholly  in 
body,  spirit  and  soul.  Perfect  love  enters  into 
all  the  thoughts.  Kvery  thought  of  the  heart 
is  made  holy  by  it.  When  the  thoughts  of  the 
heart  are  full  of  love,  it  is  difficult  for  Satan 
to  inject  evil  thoughts  into  it. 

When  the  prince  of  this  world  comes  to  the 
heart  that  is  full  of  love,  he  has  nothing  in  it. 
He  is  not  coming  looking  for  his  own  ;  there 
is  no  room  for  him,  the  place  is  full  of  love. 
It  is  love  that  conquers  our  enemies.  I^ove 
for  God,  love  for  the  truth,  for  holiness,  right- 
eousness and  the  perishing.  It  is  more  gracious 
than  life.  It  is  the  most  precious  thing  on  this 
side  of  the  pearly  gates.  It  is  the  essence  of 
heaven  itself.  It  is  a  heaven  on  earth.  It  is 
an  ocean  without  bottom  or  shore.  Everything 
else  will  fail  us  ;  love  abides.  I^ove  fills  every 
faculty  of  the  souls  of  the  entirely  sanctified. 
The  purposes  of  the    holy  soul  are  steeped  in 
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love.  Love  enters  into  the  intention,  ambition, 
energy,  enthusiasm,  until  they  become  a  flame 
to  let  light  shine  and  draw  every  storm-tossed 
mariner  to  the  shore  in  safety.  The  soul  that 
is  perfect  in  love  soars  on  wings  as  the  eagle. 
It  rises  above  the  clouds  and  sees  the  storms 
below.  lyove  impels  us  onward  and  upward. 
It  makes  duty  a  pleasure  and  suifering  a 
delight. 

Christian  perfection  is  the  standard  of  Chris- 
tian experience  on  earth.  It  is  that  rich  ex- 
perience of  perfect  communion  with  the  Father, 
including  that  peculiar  blessed  union  as  men- 
tioned in  the  seventeenth  of  John.  This  is  the 
beloved  theme  of  those  who  are  made  perfect 
in  love.  When  the}^  hear  it  preached  they  be- 
come jubilant.  They  know  it  is  not  enough  to 
be  cleansed  from  all  sin  ;  they  hunger  to  be 
filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God.  They  enjoy 
all  the  sweetness  of  the  drawings  of  the 
Father ;  all  the  love  as  manifest  in  the  gift  of 
the  Son,  and  all  the  rich  effusions  of  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Tlie  Holy  Spirit  maketh 
intercession  in  the  soul  with  groanings  which 
cannot  be  uttered  to  lead  the  child  of  God 
into  this  Canaan  of  perfect  love. 


a 


CHAPTER  XX. 
TAKE  IT  BY  FAITH. 

This  is  the  latest  deUision.  We  meet  many 
who  say  that  they  took  it  by  faith  at  a  certain 
time.  The  doctrine  is,  beheve  that  you  have 
It,  and  you  have  it.  In  revival  services  there 
are  some  who  believe  that  it  is  their  special 
calling  and  work  to  get  seekers  to  believe  that 
they  have  it,  and  they  have  it  if  they  will 
only  believe  it.  Then  there  is  another  class  of 
teachers  who  tell  us  that  you  may  believe  for 
salvation  and  not  get  it  for  some  months  after 
you  believe  for  it.  They  will  go  so  far  as  to 
declare  that  a  certdin  person  believed  that  he 
was  saved,  and  walked  a  certain  number  of 
months  without  receiving  any  assurance  of 
salvation.  They  declare  that  the  evidence  may 
be  given  at  any  time,  and  that  we  cannot  and 
need  not  expect  to  receive  it  at  once.  This  is 
directly  contrary  to  the  plain  teaching  of  Scrip- 
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tuie  is  preached  in  many  pulpits.  There  are 
some  who  call  themselves  teachers  of  holi- 
ness who  offer  this  to  their  people  as  the  very 
best  that  God  can  do  for  them. 

The  Bible  teaching  is  clear  and  emphatic  on 
this  point,  so  that  we  need  not  be  deceived. 
The  great  trouble  is  that  people  do  not  search 
the  Scriptures  and  are  deceived  by  these  im- 
posters.  St.  John  says:  "He  that  believeth 
on  the  Son  of  God  hath  the  witness  in  him- 
self." Those  who  have  not  the  direct  witness 
of  the  Spirit  to  their  entire  sanctification,  have 
not  yet  believed  with  all  their  heart  for  the  ex- 
perience. St.  Paul  says ;  "Now  we  have  re- 
ceived, not  the  spirit  of  the  world,  but  the 
spirit  which  is  of  God;  that  we  might  know 
the  things  that  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God." 
Kntire  sanctification  is  the  free  gift  of  God  to 
all  who  are  repenting  of  inbred  sin  and  are 
trusting  in  Jesus  for  full  redemption.  The 
Holy  Ghost  is  a  witness  to  us.  He  washes 
and  seals  the  sons  of  God  unto  the  day  of  re- 
demption. This  is  the  ancient  prophecy  ful- 
filled :      *  *  For  by  one  offering  he  hath  perfected 
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forever  them  that  are  sanctified.  Whereof  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  a  witness  to  us  :  for  after  that 
he  had  said  before,  this  is  the  covenant  that  I 
will  make  with  them  after  those  days,  saith  the 
Ivord.  I  will  put  my  laws  into  their  hearts, 
and  in  their  minds  will  I  write  them." 


CHAPTER  XXI. 
DOUBT. 

The  children  of  God  should  not  cast  away 
their  confidence.  When  they  give  place  to 
doubt  they  forfeit  their  sonship.  '  *  He  that 
believeth  not  is  condemned  already."  The 
children  of  God  are  believers.  They  believe 
all  that  God  has  said.  They  believe  it  because 
God  has  said  so.  They  may  have  tendencies 
in  their  hearts  toward  doubt,  but  they  do  not 
yield  to  these  evil  uprisings.  They  suppress 
and  overcome  the  evil  of  their  hearts. 

Those  who  doubt  are  not  saved.  We  are 
saved  by  faith — "The  just  shall  live  by  his 
faith."  The  children  of  God  walk  by  faith. 
By  faith  we  become  the  children  of  God  and 
by  faith  we  retain  our  sonship.  Salvation  is 
by  faith.  Doubt  makes  salvation  impossible. 
"  He  that  doubteth  is  damned."  The  children 
of  God    must   kill  all  tendencies  toward  doubt 
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or  their  doubts  will  kill  them.  Doubt  not  only 
hinders  the  work  of  Jesus,  but  it  is  dishonor- 
ing to  God. 

The  children  of  God  are  exhorted  to  take 
heed  lest  there  be  in  them  an  evil  heart  of  un- 
belief. Not  to  believe  is  to  depart  from  the 
living  God.  We  entef  in  by  faith.  The  chil- 
dren of  God  are  to  draw  near  in  full  assurance 
of  faith.  Unbelief  grieves  the  vSpirit.  The  un- 
believing can  not  enter  the  Canaan  of  Perfect 
Rest,  the>  will  have  their  part  in  the  lake  that 
burneth  with  fire  and  brimstone.  The  children 
of  God  are  to  be  strong  in  faith,  giving  glory 
to  God. 

The  strongest  command  in  the  book  is : 
"Have  faith  in  God."  It  is  in  the  present 
tense.  The  children  of  God  are  to  believe  per- 
fectly. It  is  the  perfect  faith  that  brings  per- 
fect salvation.  The  way  into  the  holiest  is 
entered  by  faith.  It  is  according  to  our  faith. 
Entire  sanctification  is  obtained  by  faith,  and 
by  faith  the  children  of  God  walk  in  the  light 
as  He  is  in  the  light.  Faith  looks  to  the 
promise  alone.       By   faith  the  atoning  merit  of 
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Jesus'  blood  is  appropriated  to  the  heart  so  that 
sin  is  all  removed  and  the  heart  made  perfectly 
clean.  By  faith  the  world  is  overcome.  By 
faith  the  children  of  God  triumph  and  rise 
above  the  world.  By  faith  they  receive  the 
baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  By  faith  the 
children  of  God  are  strong  to  do  His  will ; 
they  walk  in  all  lowliness  and  meekness 
before  Him. 
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It  is  common  to  hear  seekers  say  that  they 
have  done  all  they  can,  and  they  are  waiting 
for  the  blessing.  The  expression  is  wicked. 
It  implies  that  Jesus  is  either  not  ready  or  not 
willing  to  save.  We  are  not  surprised  to 
hear  sinners  make  such  expressions  ;  we  are 
grieved  to  hear  professors  of  religion  make 
such  assertions. 

The  plain  teaching  of  Scripture  is  that  God 
does  the  work  the  moment  that  faith  takes 
hold  of  the  promise.  None  have  to  wait  for 
Jesus  to  become  willing  or  ready.  All  things 
are  ready,  and  we  are  invited  to  come.  "Be- 
hold, now  is  the  accepted  time ;  behold,  now  is 
the  day  of  salvation." 

The  Father  is  ready;  the  Son  is  ready;  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  ready ;  Heaven  is  ready ;  the 
fountain  of  cleansing  is  ready ;  the   angels   are 
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ready  to  triumph,  and  the  seeker  of  holiness 
who  is  ready  to  receive  by  faith  all  the  atoning 
merit  of  Jesus'  blood,  may  be  cleansed  from 
all  unrighteousness  at  this   moment. 

The  children  of  God  who  have  retained  the 
grace  of  regeneration,  have  been  getting  ready 
to  enter  the  Canaan  of  perfect  love.  They 
have  been  repenting  of  every  unholy  tendency 
of  their  hearts.  They  have  not  cast  away 
their  confidence.  They  have  been  following 
the  pillar.  By  the  humble,  strong,  penitent 
prayer  of  faith  they  may  enter  in  at  once  into 
the  experience  of  full  salvation.  They  must 
enter  if  they  hold  the  beginning  of  their  con- 
fidence. The  truly  penitent  who  believe  in 
Jesus,  are  saved  at  once.  All  who  remain 
penitent  and  walk  by  fliith,  will  be  led  into  the 
experience  of  entire  sanctification.  The  spirit 
leads  into  Christian  perf(^ction  all  who  are  wil- 
ling to  be  led. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 


FILLED. 


God  can  fill,  but  not  until  we  are  emptied. 
The  Holy  Spirit  can  satisfy  every  longing 
and  craving  of  our  natures.  The  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  the  promise  of  God.  Truth, 
wisdom,  reason,  intelligence  are  innate  or  ac- 
quired, but  they  never  satisfy.  We  are  never 
satisfied  until  the  Trinity  is  made  known  to 
us  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  soul  cries  ;  Only 
God  !  Only  Jesus  !  Only  the  Holy  Ghost ! 
We  cannot  understand  God,  but  we  can  take 
Him  in  and  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  Him. 
We  are  to  be  filled  with  the  Spirit.  This  is 
our    duty    and    our    greatest  privilege. 

The  Holy  Ghost  fills.  He  fills  the  empti- 
ness of  humanity.  The  thought  is  blessed. 
It  is  divinely  glorious.  We  cannot  explain  it, 
but  we  know  it.  It  is  better  felt  than  told. 
Children  in  infancy  do  not  know  their  parents, 
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but  they  love  them  and  are  filled  with  tliein. 
He  conies  like  the  wind,  like  the  rushing 
mighty  wind.  He  comes  with  tongues  of  fire. 
He  sits  on  holy  people.  He  fires  and  enflames. 
He  causes  us  to  burn  and  shine.  He  refines 
as  gold.  The  Holy  Ghost  turns  all  the  batteries 
of  heaven  on  those  who  are  under  Him  in 
actual  holy  service. 

The  Holy  Ghost  transforms  us.  He  links 
our  finite  powers  with  the  infinite.  Our  ignor- 
ance gives  place  to  wisdom.  Wisdom  from 
above  Our  nothingness  is  swallowed  up  in 
the  almightiness  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  in- 
spires, elevates  and  enthuses  us  with  the  power 
of  His  indwelling  so  that  we  groan  for  souls, 
we  weep  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  we  prevail  in 
prayer,  we  shout  victory  by  faith,  we  lead  them 
to  Jesus,  we  hear  the  cry  of  the  new-born  and 
come  again  rejoicing  bringing  our  sheaves 
with  us.  The  Holy  Ghost  must  be  honored. 
We  must  not  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit.  Stay, 
thou  oft-ofiended  Spirit,  stay  ! 

The  Holy  Ghost  can  so  fill  us  that  He  will 
be    felt    by    those    to    whom    we    speak.     His 
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warming,  burning  rays  of  light  and  love  will  be 
felt.     The  influence  that  will   go   out    from    us 
will     bless,     heal    and    save.       He    will    work 
through    us    so    that    the    world    will   be   filled 
with  His  glory.     The  increase  of  power  always 
demands    an    increase    of  scope.       The     Holy 
Ghost  will  have  the  salvation  of  Jesus    spread 
until   the    nations    feel    its    redemptive     power. 
Those    who    are    filled    with    the    Holy    Ghost 
have  frequent  spontaneous  outbursts  of  prayer, 
praise    and    exhortation.       Enthusiasm     comes 
from  the  infilling.       It  is  not  zeal,  earnestness, 
faith,  charity  or  service  that  produces  the  effect, 
but  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  fire. 

It  is  Holy  Ghost  fire  that  is  needed  to 
give  light  and  heat.  The  Church  of  the  hving 
God  needs  a  baptism  of  light.  Many  are  look- 
ing for  light.  They  are  looking  to  learning, 
theology,  etc.,  and  are  getting  into  dense,  thick 
darkness.  They  need  the  Holy  Ghost  to  reveal 
Jesus  to  them.  The  Holy  Ghost  is  dishonored 
by  God's  own  people.  It  is  done  in  blindness 
and  ignorance.  It  is  not  done  dehberately. 
The  power  of  inbred  sin  is  great.     It  must  be 
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destroyed  and  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
sought,  then  the  wealth  of  the  Church  will  be 
given  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  then  the  people  will 
fall  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  and  cry,  use  me  !  A 
proud,  haughty  Church  cannot  be  endued  with 
power  from  on  high.  She  must  first  be  hum- 
bled to  repentance  and  the  demon  pride  cast 
out.  Come,  Holy  Ghost,  and  brood  over  our 
nature's  night ;  give  repentance,  give  faith,  give 
the  power  to  go  out  after  the  lost,  that  the 
world  may  be  claimed  and  brought  to  the  feet 
of  Jesus. 

Dr.  Adam  Clarke  says  : — "To  be  filled  with 
God  is  a  great  thing  ;  to  be  filled  with  the  ful- 
ness of  God  is  still  greater  ;  to  be  filled  with 
all  the  fulness  of  God  is  greatest  of  all. 
This  utterly  bewilders  the  sense,  and  confounds 
the  understanding,  by  leading  at  once  to  con- 
sider the  immensity  of  God,  the  infinitude  of 
His  attributes,  and  the  absolute  perfection  of 
each  !  But  there  must  be  a  sense  in  which 
even  this  wonderful  petition  was  understood  by 
the  apostle,  and  may  be  comprehended  by  us. 
Most  people,  in  quoting  these  words,    endeavor 
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to  correct  or  explain  the  apostle  by  adding  the 
word  communicable.  But  this  is  as  idle  as  it  is 
useless  and  impertinent.  Reason  surely  tells  us 
that  St.  Paul  would  not  pray  that  they  should  be 
filled  with  what  could  not  be  communicated. 
The  apostle  certainly  meant  what  he  said,  and 
would  be  understood  in  his  own  meaning ;  and 
we  may  soon  see  what  this  meaning  is." 

"By  the  'fulness  of  God,'  we  are  to  under- 
stand all  the  gifts  and  graces  which  He  has 
promised  to  bestow  on  man  in  order  to  his  full 
salvation  here,  and  his  being  fully  prepared  for 
the  enjoyment  of  glory  hereafter.  To  be  filled 
with  all  the  fulness  of  God  is  to  have  the 
heart  emptied  of  and  cleansed  from  all  sin  and 
defilement,  and  filled  with  humility,  meekness, 
gentleness,  goodness,  justice,  holiness,  mercy, 
and  truth,  and  love  to  God  and  man.  And 
that  this  implies  a  thorough  emptying  of  the 
soul  of  everything  that  is  not  of  God,  and 
leads  not  to  Him,  is  evident  from  this :  that 
what  God  fills  neither  sin  nor  Satan  can  fill, 
nor  in  anywise  occupy  ;  for,  if  a  vessel  be  filled 
with  one  fluid  or  substance,  not  a  drop  or  par- 
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tical  of  any  other  kind  can  enter  it,  without 
displacing  the  same  quantum  of  the  original 
matter  as  that  which  is  afterward  introduced. 
God  cannot  be  said  to  fill  the  whole  soul  while 
any  place,  part,  passion,  or  faculty  is  filled,  or 
less  or  more  occupied  by  sin  or  Satan  :  and  as 
neither  sin  nor  Satan  can  be  where  God  fills 
and  occupies  the  whole,  so  the  terms  of  the 
prayer  state  that  Satan  shall  neither  have  any 
dominion  over  that  soul,  nor  being  in  it.  A 
fulness  of  humility  precludes  all  pride ;  of 
meekness,  precludes  anger ;  of  gentleness,  all 
ferocity  ;  of  goodness,  all  evil ;  of  justice,  all 
injustice ;  of  holiness,  all  sin ;  of  mercy,  all 
unkindness  and  revenge ;  of  truth,  all  falsity 
and  dissimulation ;  and  where  God  is  loved 
with  all  the  heart,  soul,  mind  and  strength, 
there  is  no  room  for  enmity  or  hatred  to  Him, 
or  to  any  thing  connected  with  Him  ;  so,  where 
a  man  loves  his  neighbor  as  himself,  no  ill 
shall  be  worked  to  that  neighbor  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  every  kind  affection  will  exist  toward 
him  ;  and  every  kind  action,  so  far  as  power 
and   circumstances   can   permit,  will  be  done  to 
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him.  Thus  the  being  filled  with  God's  fulness 
will  produce  constant,  pious,  and  affectionate 
obedience  to  Him,  and  unvarying  benevolence 
towards  one's  neighbor ;  that  is,  to  any  and 
every  human  being.  Such  a  man  is  saved  from 
all  sin  ;  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  him ;  and  he 
ever  possesses  and  acts  under  the  influence  of 
that  love  to  God  and  man  which  is  the  fulfil- 
Hng  of  the  law.  It  is  impossible,  with  any 
Scriptural  or  rational  consistency,  to  understand 
these  words  in  any  lower  sense  ;  but  how  much 
more  they  imply  (and  more  they  do  imply), 
who  can  tell? 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 


HOLINESS    PREACHING. 


The  preacher  who  will  leave  inbred  sin  alone 
may  preach  holiness  and  no  person  will  be 
offended,  and  none  will  enter  into  the  experience 
of  holiness.  War  commences  when  the  mon- 
ster is  disturbed.  It  is  all  right  to  tell  men 
that  they  need  a  deeper  work  of  grace,  or 
they  need  more  power,  but  do  not  speak  of  the 
total  death  of  sin.  The  preacher  who  will  de- 
clare that  inbred  sin  must  be  destroyed,  will 
have  every  formalist,  every  worldling,  and  every 
demon  up  in  arms  against  him. 

It  is  neither  pleasing  nor  popular  to  cut  the 
right  hand  and  the  right  foot  off  a  child  of 
God.  The  true  minister  of  Jesus  Christ 
must  do  more  —  he  will  pluck  out  the  right 
eye.  He  probes  the  right  eye  until  it  will  be 
a  relief  to  have  it  taken  out.  It  is  this  con- 
tinual probing  that  formal  Christians  hate.      It 
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seems  to  be  a  cruel  operation.  It  is  only  those 
who  have  perfect  love  undertake  and  prosecute 
this  difficult  unpopular  piece  of  work.  The 
perfect  in  love  prosecute  it  with  all  diligence 
and  fidelity.  They  succeed  in  this  work  on 
account  of  their  thoroughness.  They  never 
cry  peace,  peace.  They  are  satisfied  that  God 
will  do  the  work,  and  when  it  is  done  the 
peace  w^'ll  be  perfect  and  will  flow  like  a  river. 
Caughey  says  :  — "When  all  is  quiet,  and  the 
Gospel  comes  in  word  only,  how  very  good- 
natured  the  •  old  man  '  is  !  The  preacher  is 
a  very  fine  fellow;  an  agreeable,  eloquent 
gentleman,  if  you  please,  of  rare  talents  and 
learning ;  the  very  preacher  for  him  !  How 
polite  and  amiable  ! 

But  let  the  Gospel  come,  not  in  word  only, 
but  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  in 
much  assurance  (i  Thess.  1:5);  searching  the 
inmost  soul,  flashing  the  lightnings  of  truth 
around  the  walls  of  the  temple  ;  then  are  the 
dispositions  and  thoughts  of  many  hearts  re- 
vealed. (Luke  2  :  35).  Let  the  truth  of  God 
strike  home   once    or   twice      '  with  unexpected 
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vividness,'  then  behold  the  attitude  of  the 
carnal  mind.  What  indignation,  what  malice, 
what  revenge,  may  be  against  him  who  flung 
the  fatal  weapon,  and  against  all   concerned  ! 

We  read  of  a  viper  which  hides  its  teeth  in 
its  gums,  requiring  good  sight  to  detect  them. 
Simplicity  might  conclude  them  harmless. 
Provoke  the  viper,  the  teeth  are  instantly  seen, 
protruding  in  battle  array  !  It  is  thus  with  the 
carnal  mind  the  world  over. 

Those  who  are  living  near  the  throne  do  not 
fret  about  order  or  decency  in  worship.  They 
worship  under  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
They  are  not  anxious  about  talent.  They 
speak  in  the  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  of 
power.  They  are  not  concerned  about  gram- 
mar, rhetoric  or  oratorical  finish.  They  are 
absorbed  in  the  subject  matter,  and  speak  with 
ease  and  fluency.  The  power  of  the  Church  is 
not  in  talent,  social  standing  or  wealth,  but  in 
the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  fire. 

The  weakness  of  the  Church  is  in  her  efforts 
to  secure  wealth  and  men  of  social  standing 
and  culture.     The  power  of  the  Church  is  not 
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in  men,  wealth  or  organization,  but  in  the  Holy 
Ghost.  The  Holy  Ghost  gives  light,  conviction, 
repentance,  faith,  and  He  regenerates,  sanctifies 
and  quickens  all  the  dormant  forces. 


CHAPTER    XXV, 


HIDDEN   INIQUITY. 


fc< 


P. 


The  Church  of  Christ  is  suffering  much 
from  the  hidden  sins  of  its  professed  members. 
These  are  not  what  are  called  small  sins,  but 
they  are  great  and  terrible  in  their  effects. 
Drinking,  gambling,  stealing  and  lying  are  small 
sins  when  compared  with  murder. 

It  seems  hard  to  have  to  make  such  a  charge. 
We  must  deliver  our  own  souls.  By  the  grace 
of  God  we  will  save  as  many  as  possible  of 
His  children  from  being  guilty  of  such  crimin- 
ality. It  is  well  known  in  very  many  places 
that  people  who  are  members  of  churches 
refuse  to  have  children.  They  use  means  to 
destroy  their  offspring.  Mothers  teach  their 
innocent  daughters  this  damning  act. 

We  have  prayed  over  men  and  women  until 
we  have  given  up  in  despair,  and  then  we  have 
been  informed  that  they  have  been  using  means 


HIDDKN    INIQUITY. 


143 


to  murder  their  unl)()rn  child'  u.  It  is  a  inatter 
of  great  grief  to  us  to  have  to  bring  this  to 
light.  Our  salvation  de])ends  upon  our  loyalty 
to  the  truth.  We  dare  not  keep  silent  any 
longer.     We  must  declare  the  sin  of  Israel. 

We  consider  tliat  this  would  l)e  a  great  crime 
for  unconverted  people  to  be  guilty  of  commit- 
ting. We  have  been  led  to  wonder  whether  it 
were  possiljle  for  those  who  have  yielded  to 
this  temptation  while  professing  to  be  Chris- 
tians to  fmd  forgiveness.  It  does  not  seem 
possible  to  us  that  so  dreadful  a  crime  could 
be  committed,  and  the  conscience  to  remain  free 
from  guilt. 

We  are  afraid  that  the  crime  is  becoming  so 
prevalent  that  some  are  committing  it,  and  have 
quieted  their  consciences  so  that  they  do  not 
feel  much  guilt.  The  curse  ol  God  must  rest 
upon  America  if  this  crime  is  not  speedily 
stamped  out.  Those  who  love  the  cause  of 
God  and  have  an  interest  in  the  common  good 
should  pray  to  God  for  mercy,  charge  home  the 
sin  on  the  guilty,,  and  save  the  Church  of 
Christ  from  such  a  dreadful  calamity. 


144 


ORIGINAI,    AND    INHRKD    SIN. 


In  iiiany  places  it  is  impossible  to  have  an 
extensive  revival  of  religion  until  these  mur- 
derers are  exposed  and  the  mere}''  of  God  has 
been  sought.  The  vSpirit  is  grieved,  the  vials 
of  wrath  are  being  filled,  and  C  must  soon 
in  fury  pour  it  out  unless  this  udal  wave  of 
iniquity  is  removed. 
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CHAPTER    XXVI. 

SECOND    BLESSING. 

Those  wlio  have  the  first  will  feel  their  need 
of  the  second.  They  will  have  power  over  all 
inward  and  ontward  evil.  They  will  groan 
for  redemption  from  inherited  depravity.  The 
plain,  strong  preaching  of  the  atoning  merit  of 
Jesns'  blood  will  be  glad  tidings  to  them. 
The  first  work  of  grace  being  so  satisfactory 
to  them,  they  will  receive  with  delight  the 
teaching  of  the  second. 

Theop'xDsers  of  the  "second  blessing,  properly 
so-called,  ire  in  great  need  of  the  first.  They 
may  never  have  received  the  first.  They  may 
not  have  received  the  spirit  of  adoption  where- 
by we  cry,  "Abba,  Father."  They  may  only 
have  received  the  spirit  of  bondage.  The  first 
brought  them  under  conviction,  and  they  have 
remained  in  bondage.  They  do  not  want  the 
second,    because    they    were    not   saved  by  the 
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first.  The  first  brought  them  into  misery,  and 
they  do  not  want  any  more  misery.  It  is 
certain  that  those  who  do  not  want  the  second, 
have  not  yet  received  the  first. 

Some  say    that   they    received  what  is  called 
the      second    blessing    when     they     found    the 
first.       If    so,     why    do    they     become    angry 
because  others  say  that  they  had   to    have   the 
second  change.       Should    they    not    pity    those 
who  did  not  get  it  all    at   once.     They    should 
be  pleased  to  see  others  find  the  second  change, 
if  by    that   means  they  reach  their  experience. 
They  should  encourage  others  to  seek  until  they 
are  freed  from  sin,  even  if    it   is   necessary    to 
have  the  second    change.      They    should    pity 
those    who   did   not  get  it  all  at  once,  and  not 
be  bitter  against  them  for  seeking  full  deliver- 
ance.    It  is  a  very   strong   evidence    that   they 
are  not  fully  saved.     Those  who  are  fully  saved 
rejoice  to  see  others  receive  the  fulness. 


CHAPTER   XXVII. 
SELF-INDULGENCE. 


This  is  a  subject  which  requires  much 
thought  and  prayer.  It  may  truthfully  be  said 
that  self  is  utterly  destroyed  and  at  the  same 
time  it  is  a  fact  that  we  have  to  do  with  self 
as  long  as  we  are  in  this  world.  There  is  a 
trinity  in  man  -  he  has  a  body,  a  mind,  and  a 
soul.  There  is  in  man  a  physical  self,  a  men- 
tal self,  and  a  moral  self.  The  mental  and  the 
moral  self  may  be  destroyed,  but  it  is  certain 
that  the  physical  self  cannot.  We  must  keep 
our  bodies  under.  Entire  sanctification  destroys 
everything  that  is  habitual  and  gives  perfect 
control  of  all  natural  appetites. 

Any  kind  of  self-indulgence  is  a  positive 
hindrance  to  spiritual  power  and  progress.  It 
will  gradually  subdue  and  ultimately  entirely 
excinguish  the  fire  of  the  heart.  All  sloth,  all 
luxurious  habits,  all  artificial  appetites,  and   all 
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tlie  luxuries  of  the  table.  Every  Christian 
whf)  will  retain  the  fire  of  (lod  in  his  soul 
must  keep  his  natural  appetites  for  food,  etc., 
under  complete  control.  He  must  abstain  and 
fast. 

He  should  eat  only  that  which    is    necessary 
to  keep  up  his  physical    strength    and    energy. 
He  must  absolutely  abstain  from  all  that  is  in- 
jurious to  his  health.     The  Spirit  of  prayer  and 
supplication    should    be    sought  while  the  bod>- 
is  denied  its  natural  craving.     Those    who  fast 
should  not  feel  hungry  —  they    should    be    kept 
by    the    Spirit;    otherwise    the>-    are    weakened 
physically    and    not     strengthened     spiritually. 
Fasting    should    be    a    means    of    grace    to    the 
people  of  God.       We    pra\'    that    the    people  of 
God    may    receive    light    on    this   vital  subject. 
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